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AHope

makes a fference

Our name certainly lends itself to lots of double-
entendres. Some serious, some silly.

But that one certainly g
a difference. o | see haq
each other in the congregation of Hope makes a
difference. How it helps folks through hard times
and challenges. | see how we continue to slowly
make more and more of a difference to the
community around us. | also know, firsthand, how
the emotion of HAhopeo
without hope live in despair.

m

Q

It is our calling and responsibility to be a source of
Hope-t he embodi ment of Chy
grace and t he TSogeach otherdard
everyone we meet.

[7s)

I n another article in thi
Arrinity, Battle Creek,
youol | read about how tH

community, and give hope. They serve as a great
example to us as well. That should always be part of
our sense of purposei serving God, and serving
others, and being a witness to the Hope in Christ
and the great gospel message.

May our Lord lead us, and the Spirit give us creativ-
ity and courage, to fulf

Share the Hope. Make a difference.

Pastor Scott

o> Healthy Relationships

nDoes Unresol
to Divorce?0o0

Research shows that over half of what

e edlifles adrgQe atout i§ irresollabled IPy6u listBRAtK € S

W cduple€ argunteimseas nawhdledsaral theh aghird r
after they've been married for 25 years or more, you
might be surprised to find that much of the content is
the same. Too many people think that their marriages
are in trouble because they continue to argue about
the same things for years. But the truth is that this is
very common. If think that in.good m
%esople%venquélly fi dqn[m‘laal[t1 Saft sfylngai(r)l t|8n§ e
to all major problems, you've been fooling yourself.
This is not what really happens.

ved

Marriages and families are not ended be-
i §aysg og dlff?re GFSe If thés wege th%cgs& BVery
t rmama%e w uld’end in divorce. Differences s€rve as
e xplanations for why
actual reasons people divorce are far more complex
and can usually be discerned in how a couple deals
W|th the irresolvable differences.

Ma k e's S s inchyc Byl e o g
rgluctant acteptance fegarding unresolved
e dlﬁeeervm The argumegtegiow less heated anch e i r

there is a mutual understanding that in spite of the
differences this marriage is the place they want to be.

For many other couples there is not a
mellowing but a growing anger and resentment that
fuels the disagreements to become horribly ugly
fights. These relationships are eventually filled with
contempt, and defensiveness.

The Alitmus testo for
i Indt theG@rredofves! difiarentek, but the feelings. of
acceptance and understanding verses contempt and
defensiveness.

Sam Sligar, Th.M. Used with permission
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News from the North -West
Lower Michigan Synod

Trinity, Battle Creek, Makes a Difference

Pastor Roger Hardy, Director for Evangelical Mission

Following its centennial celebration, Trinity in
Battle Creek had to decide what its ministry
would look like in its decaying urban neighbor-
hood. Could it transform to meet new
challenges? Was it committed to the people
who lived around the church? The answer was
GeSa¢ 2y 020K O2dzyiaod
its doors and offered itself as a resource to the
community. Then, with the help of a community
organizer, it sent its members outside the
church walls to get to know neighborhood
residents. Issues of safety, police response,
trash, absentee landlords, vacant buildings,
home repair, drug dealing, etc. surfaced.

Herb, a senior who had lived in the neighbor-
hood all his married life, was skeptical that

things could really change. He had witnessed the

C o mi to AThe Cott a

ng

Mapl eCreeko was a s

By Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Gifts, Lutheran Social Services
of Michigan

Curtis and Elizabeth Druckrey left Livonia, near
Detroit, to become the first residents at The Cottages at
MapleCreek, independent living condo-style homes in
Grand Rapids.

They checked out continuing care communities

¢t D&rpityaraayg@melinghighgrise buildings,Thef

daughter, a member of Christ Lutheran in Wyoming,
Mich., pointed them to MapleCreek, which they found to

be best suited to their actiwv
comfortable here, and the peo
Elizabeth.

Curtis was excited about the attached garage for
his wood working machi nes. i N

addi ti onal el ectrical boxes f

They chose a unit backing up to an old cemetery.

downward spiral. With urging, he decided to Al just love this setting wit
take a chance, and he joined other residents bluff overlooking a ravine ou
who organized to get city agencies and nonprofit deer grazing behind us. Wedve
organizations involved in addressing the issues. mor ni ng. We wal k out the door
To his surprise, things began to change. around us. We feel secluded, yet a Meijer store is a mile

Then neighbors remembered they had other away. o

dreams. They wanted to create a desirable plage While shopping and restaurants are nearby on

where people would once again want to buy 28t Street, the couple enjoys the activities and services

homes. Many remembered the lovely little park|  of MapleCreek, including the dining room and café deli

in the center of the neighborhood that had at The Terraces. fAThe cost i s
ff;lllen intovneglect. Theircvhildren ancig[arv]d | .has been excellent, o said Cur
OKAf RNBY KIR LIXFeSR UKSNBXE YR y2¢g AU gl ayQu TFAuU

F2NI Fyez2ySao | &SI NRa
parks department and the city commission along
with rallies, events, and campaigns turning out
scores of supporters resulted in a renovated
park and a new image for the neighborhood.

Trinity got a new image, too. It is now seen as
the church for the whole neighborhood, not just
for the group of people who walk through its
doors on Sunday morning. With mission partnef
and mission support dollars, Trinity can continu
to make a difference in Battle Creek.

D

g2 NI KO Wer hvo&i w341 & GKN GeSe nd

Eli zabet h. AfHowever, t hi
with our friends, where you need in-home services,
assisted living or skilled nursing care. MapleCreek has
all of that. If one of us gets sick, the other can walk and
visit that person. 0

ngs c

The Druckreys are ambassadors for MapleCreek
and active volunteers on many MapleCreek projects.
Theybdbve greeted new Cottages
their home folks just peeking in the empty units out
of curiosity. AWebr e
welcoming committee for
Curtis said.

| ooki n
t he n
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ELCA Disaster Response Provides Situation Reports

ELCA Disaster Response posts situation reports following the earthquakes in Haiti and Chili at http://www.elca.org/our
faith-in-action/respondingto-the-world/disasterresponse.aspx. Below are highlights from the latest reports. Thank you f
your prayers and financial support.

Haiti

Shelter still prioritized as urgent need
Rains begin to come in Haiti

Medical evacuations to the US continue

Chile

ELCA commitments reach $3,450,000 for initial respofise

The LWF continues distribution of shelter materials to
over 25,000 individuals

The Lutheran Church in Haiti prepare to respond to
families living on church grounds

ELCA has given more than over 30,406 gifts totaling
more than $5,248,000

Matching grant from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans i

$320,000

8.8 magnitude earthquake on February 27

6.1 magnitude aftershock on March 3 shook the
Concepcion area in the afternoon and another onp

of similar intensity shook the area north of Santiago

in the evening
Estimated 800 are dead
1.5 million people are displaced

ELCA mobilizes $40,000 immediately for ELCA
companions, IELCH, EPES and the-@erch
Emergency Committee Chile 2010

ELCA Disaster Response Appeal is receiving gifts at
www.elca.org/chiledonate

e  wm,,, S W, S W

Holy Week at Hope in 2010

As is our tradition, Hope will be celebrating and gathering for special services during

Holy Week

Pl

Maundy Thursday (April 1, 7pm)
Good Friday (April 2, 7pm)

ease join us for these

quick summary.

Maundy Thursday

In the Christian calendar, Maundy Thursday

vV e

- also called Holy Thursday

ry special days o1

woul Ship.

and, in some traditions Great Thursday

- is the feast or holy day on the Thursday before Easter that commemorates the Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the

Ap

ostl es. It is foll owed

by

Good Friday.

beg forgiveness before God, and during Lent are especially encouraged to remember others in their need as well.

On this day four events are commemorated: the washing of the Disciple's feet by Jesus Christ, the institution of the
Mystery of the Holy Eucharist at the Last Supper, the agony of Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, and the betrayal of
Christ by Judas.

Good Friday

On

Good Friday we

commemor at e

Jesusd death on the

C-DUD S S

own sins and sinful nature, not just those of people that lived 2000 years ago. The Good News is not that Jesus died but
that Jesus loved, and loves, us and all of humanity so much that he would diefor us. Without his death, there would be
no resurrection, and no promise of new life.

Some Christian traditions do not celebrate Good Friday. The difference revolves around how Matthew 12:40 is under-
stood - Jesus told the Pharisees he would be in the tomb (heart of the earth) for three days and three nights. Reading
that literally, some work backwards and observe the Crucifixion on Wednesday to coincide with the Jewish sacrifice of
the Passover Lamb. In our Lutheran tradition, and many others, the passage is read in the context of the Latin calendar
in use in that time - which counts partial days as full days. On that basis the very early church determined those three
days Jesus Christ was in the tomb included Friday afternoon/evening and Sunday morning. This matches, as well, with
the Jewish custom of starting a new day at sunset, again resulting in part of Friday, Friday evening/Saturday day, and
Saturday evening/Sunday day.

T h «to bag justas wema u n d vy

a
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HCC Faith Formation

1st and 3rd Sundays
Children (11:30am -1pm)

Meet after church on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month.

Adult Faith Formation

Fall/Winter 2009 Video Study
Series: That the World May Know

Faith Formation

on 1% & 3" Sundays 11:30 -1pm
Nursery is in the hands of Linda Hoemke.

Pre school, 1st and 2nd are being taught by Nancy
Hock, Akaloo are for grades 35 and is taught by
Joyce Kidder and Sara Curtis. The numbers are

Adult Faith Formation during the fall and winter will
continue the popul ar series AT
which explores the ancient world of the Bible through

video, followed by shared discussion. Each session covers

growing come and join the fun. different places, history and scripture.
(> MMM I THUNEL A QA T &) The series will cover the 't
Kings of Israelo

Youth Faith Formation for Fall/ _ o o _ _
Filmed on location in Israel, this unique video set brings

Winter T AlLutheran Lif &dQ Word to life with astounding relevance. You

probably know the Bible passages by heart. But now you'll
understand the meaning and significance behind them. By
weaving together the Bible's fascinating historical, cultural,

During this fall and winter our Middle School & High
School youth are exploring the topicof A Lut her an

L i f im aith Formation. This series combines Bible - _
basics with our particular traditions of worship religious and geographical contexts, teacher and

(gathering, Word, meal and sending), theology, some in historian Ray Vander Laan reveals keen insights into

depth discussion of special topics including Baptism, the Scriptures’ significance for believers in this day
Communion, and what it means to confess, confirm and age.

and claim our faith. . .. . .
There is no cost to participate in this study, and you

1st& 31d Sundays, 11:30amlpm. Led by Rose Nemecek can join any session on any Faith Formation Sunday
and Pastor Scott.

Adult Wednesday Bible Study 0 The Revelation of John

A study and discussion of what it says and what itmight mean.
Wednesday Night Bible Study with Pastor Scott
There is not a single Aright and onlydo way|to

1 Why is there so much dispute about the book of Revelation?  { What does it say(or NOT say) about the Tribulation
and the Rapture? 1 Is it about the past, the present, or the future?

1 What did it mean to readers back in 100AD?  What might it mean for us today?
Excitement & Dramal

Revelation is filled with hope, judgment, promise, monsters, strange visions, warnings, special codes,
the Four Horsemen, the Al pha and Omega, the

Join us any Wednesday at 7:00pm
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Parkinglot TWEOVE REACHED
YMCA & Hope Working OUR $15.000 GOAL!
Together? Per haps|é

The Belmont/Wolverine Worldwide YMCA has
begun what they are cal
Coll aborationo and we a
about how that may include Hope Community
Church.

The YMCA is looking to partner with other
organizations with the following goals:

1. Offer classes, seminars and similar services
at these foffsiteo | oca
people in the community.

2. When possible, pair those classes with
various ministries or other services of the host
organization, like Hope.

Work together to communicate and reach the
community about the joint effort.

For example, perhaps having a Bible study
followed by a YMCA fitness class. The YMCA
classes can be fAstand
one-time, multi -session or ongoing. The YMCA
handles all the registrations and provides the
instructors and materials, and operates as a hon
profit. The partner serves as a host location in
the midst of the local community. One person
from the host congregation serves as a site
contact/coordinator for the sessions and receives
free participation in the class. YMCA sessions
can be in most any categoryi fitness, life

skills, safety, music, art, etc. Classes with big
equi pment items donodt
anything that can move in the back of a car with
the instructor is eligible.

a

W,

A YMCA rep recently presented the program to
Hopebs Council, and the
looking at this in more detail.

Keep you eyes open for a survey of some form,
and share with us what types of classes you, or
perhaps your neighbors and friends, might find
appealing.

(0]

Can we hear a great AMEN!? | sure hope so!

Thigugh yeunfaithfupderisatedndivingi ard gpecial fund-
i@ising we|pagsedihg $15,0G mark (1 w B imc h

the Mission Investment Fund.

Glory to God, and thanks to all of you who prayed, made
contributions, helped on fundraisers, contributed time and
muscles for moving, digging, and everything else. We are
blessed with committed and creative folks and Hope.

t hat

We beat the March 31 deadline, and now have a bit over

i ons are closer to

$10,000 in the account, ready for the 2" and last stage of

the parking-lot project. Last fall we installed lights and 1
layer of paving. And what a blessing that has been.
During the winter the lot melted off faster, and during the
spring thaw wedbdve not -mask
Our lot looks better, it is safer, the lines that help us park
more cars, we dondét track
night. Itis a blessing.

ldatﬁréh spr(ijp%we Wilévqorr on gegir}g dea&eq)b'lgs] og
putting down the second and final layer of paving, as well
as seeing how to fix the

during the winter. Wedl |l

end of the sidewalk. Share your thoughts with us. Along
with a final |l ayer of
landscaping the islands, such as adding grass and a few

shrubs perhaps. That will also require us to take out some
of the gravel and replace it with dirt, otherwise no plants will

grow.

r k, obvious| but

Yy,

A0...40..40. of

&
L7

&

W7 W 2w

t

fidi
al s
ing parking spots. Think about the layout, especially at the

means
raised enough to receive the maximum matching grant from

t he

(0] W
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be

p o
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pavement
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Serving with your Gifts Serving Others at
There are a number of areas in which Hope needs Kitchen North
more folks to help serve. Would you pray about On March 18 a group from Hope participated in
whether you may give your time and share your gifts themeakmi ni stry of Godos Kitec

in any of the following ways?
9 Additional adult Faith Formation leaders

0 Helping lead our Adult Faith Formation study

time allows our leader team to rotate, gives leaders a
chance to be a participant on occasion, and even take
vacationsi all while still ensuring that we provide a
consistent and quality time of study for all. Serving

as a Faith Formation leader requires preparation

prior to the session, but sharing that responsibility
means that effort is shared as well. The curriculums
we choose are always evaluated to ensure that the
preparation time is reasonable.

0 Additional youth leaders 7 especially in prepara-
tion for this fall

0 Right now we have one big group of 8h-9th
grader s. We dondét happe
students at Hope, at the moment, so they have all
been meeting together with Rose Nemecek and
Pastor Scott. This fall
up from Elementary this fall. Our 9 th graders will
also be entering high-school, and they will need
some dedicated group time and leaders as well.
Rose and | will need some extra help! As for Rose,
well, shebdbs going to hav
too. We need, and the kids need and deserve, a few
other folks that can make the commitment to spend
time with them at Faith Formation 7 the whole
scope, head and heart, engage in their lives, prepare
well and present our Faith Formation curriculum,

and help them grow in faith and relationship with
God.

0 Christian Education Coordinator?

ol (Pastor Scott) do thi
i someone who can help work with our Faith
Formation leaders, evaluate curriculum, help
prepare occasional Atrai
can equip our leaders to better use those skills and

gifts they have. Things like this. How about you?

0 Guitarist for praise team

Know someone? How about you? Dust off those
hidden skills and learn some new songs? Play with
the Praise Team?

15 of us (the maximum for that night) gathered at
Our Lady of Consolation (OLC) Catholic Church in
Rockford to serve meals and share fellowship with
folks and families from the greater Rockford area
who come their on each Thursday for a free meal.
OLC is the northern fAhosto
Kitchen, a Grand Rapids ministry that prepares
the meals and delivers them to OLC. OLC opens
their fellowship and kitchen space for the weekly
Thursday evening ministry and groups from
various congregations and other organizations
come and give their time as servers for the
evening.

This mutual ecumenical ministry is a wonderful
opportunity to meet others, serve others, and also
find that we are served as well by every person we
meet at{l]d walk with in ministry.

h to ave any upper HS
Please consider joining us the next time we are in
the rotation to serve at G

weetl YREvENRYr éhRi dat @6ving
Check the website for some pictures from that eve-

ning.

r a |1 ttle bundle of di strac
Our Mi ni ster 6s Mi
REVERENDEUN COM COPYRIGHT G4, INC

S ngq hel p

hing hat w

06-25-2002
GOOD GRIEF MAN ... CAN'T YOU SEE THAT WE

NEED EACH OTHER? | CAN'T BOW MY HEAD

AND YOU CAN'T FOLD YOUR HANDS ... IF WE

PON'T TEAM UP THEN WE HAVEN'T GOT A

PRAYER!

(Copyright Gospel Communications International, Inc -
www.reverendfun.com Used with permission)
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Easter Breakfast

The Outreach Committee again is preparing breakfast on
Easter morning you doatd
8:30 and goes to 9:30 Tickets are $3 a person and
$12 for a family.

Karrie Monroe is planning the menu, and John ,
Jeff and Jerry are doing the cooking!!!

Come and enjoy the company and the delicious meal.
Invite everyone you know!!!

There is an Easter Egg hunt following breakfast!!!!

t

Allergy Alert

In today's world more and more people are developing
allergies to different things. 1 an hearing from more
people at church that they now have an allergy that they
never had before, some of these are food allergies and can
be serious. We would like to start a list of what some of
these thing are so that we can try to keep them out of
church or at least label them so they can be avoided.
We will put the list on the refrigerator.

At this time we know that there are people that have
allergies tod latex (both touch and breathing ),

also nuts, bacon, pork, shrimp and pine

If you bring a food that has one of these products in it
lease label it .

If you have an allergy you would like us to know about
please tell Pastor or Joan Zandstra so it can be add to our
list.

Thank you.

IN the WORKS

Clean up day at church _ April 24. More details to

come!!
—e— @ ——— @ ——— @ ——— @) ——I—
Car Wash The youth are working on having a car wash

sometime this summer. They will be needing some
bucks, sponges, towels and soap. Keep these things
in mind and set them aside for the youth. The time
and date are not set at this time so keep a watch

for more information.

have tol!! Breakf ast starts

Easter Morningd 9:00 am

o0

Dol
I

Deb Zandstra is planning an
Easter Egg hunt for kids 10 and
under on Easter morning .
Decorating the bags to be used
as baskets will start at 9:00 with

the hunt starting at 9:15. \\“./‘7/’ ,|\ ﬁ//
. WY i ( N
Deb has 300+ eggs to hide and @, ¥ K/‘;J{" \4-/,3

will need the older kids to help
her, then to help the little
some eggs with surprises in them!! Invite your family and
neighbors to come and join in on the fun.

Ink Cartridges Collection
Credi t f or

Supplies

Do you have a computer printer at home
or the office? What do you do with your
empty ink and toner cartridges? Would
you give them to us to recycle?

If you do, Office Max will then give

Hope $3 Max Perks rewards for every
visibly undamaged HP, Dell, Lex-

mark, Brother, Epson, Samsung,

Kodak, Sharp or Canon ink or toner
cartridges we bring in for recycling. We
can earn up to $60/
cartridges) that we can use toward paper,
inks and anything else that we might be
able to find at OfficeMax.

That 6s money
ot her ministr.i

office for collecting cartridges.

saved t
es.

0
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Family Bowling

Get out your bowling balls and
shoes. Yes once again it is
FAMILY BOWLING time. ‘e,
April 25th We are meeting
for lunch at the Corner Bar
at 12:00 then at 1:00 pm
meet at the Rockford Lanes
bowling .

for 2 fun games of

The cost of each game, shoes and the ball is oniI$5.
Invite friends and neighbors, people in the street to come
join in on the fun!!l/! We 6 | |

7 Results

/A
We had two fund raisers going on in the N
month o f March. Nancy Hock organized
s>' Pizza Night at
Pizza Hut + On March 2nd and 16th. <,
Hope Church received 20% of the
kN purchases we made. $209 was raised
Y/ ] from this event and the money will go
to the parking lot fund. <,
Good going Nancy!!
A Deb Zandstra was busy baking 12
7 cheese cakes for a cheese cake auction
which was held on March 21th. The <‘
auction raised $285 that is going to
A Pastors discretion Nice going Deb!
1 Thank You Ladies for all of your hard /i
work! A)
Thanks to all of you that help with
’}' these projects
&

People we are

Praying for

Healing, Hope and Faith “Maddi ebds p

following knee surgery, Don foot surgery, Ann N, Pat
with back pain, Nancy®os
is having trouble with her pregnancy, Danna who is
pregnant, Adreanna who is not growing and thriving as
she should, Sherry with lung cancer, Keith who was in a
truck accident, Amber who may be paralysis, Bernice
and Bill, Michael, Jamie, Kim, Jackie, Andra, Jeanie,
BebaendfFamily t her e!

Wisdom, Strength, Wisdom and

Guidance for:  Mike and Jenny, Erica who needs
support and help with personal issues, Dan and Pat deci-
sions , Mike to come to church
and others find the right words in praying for those needing

help

f ami |

Peace, Strength and Comfort: Karen

who is layer off, those that are looking for work, Cody,
Joslyn and family

Thanks and Blessings: Joan and Larry and
the Hock returning home,
could have been worse, the generous gift to our parking
|l ot fund, Pastor Scott and h
day, Sandra good news following cancer surgery, our
congregation leaders

Sp

Safety : Julie and Jake driving with U -haul, Chris,
Doug, Heather, Jon in Afghan
to Denver, Andrew serving in Iraq

Our Community and World: : St. Peter
Lutheran Church of battle Creek, Immanuel Lutheran ,
in Big Rapids, our Bishop and church leaders, Massiah
Lutheran Church, Bay City, Mich., Trinity Lutheran
Church, Battle Creek , Mi. people suffering from natural
disasters around the world
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