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Hop
eôs 

Happenings 

Pastorôs Letter  

           Wow.  What a fall! This has been              

exciting!  Fall Fest, Safety Day, Paws 4 Hope, Blood 

Drive, Flu Shots, Parking Lot, Projector for Worship, 

Reformation Sunday, Celtic Worship, Consecration 

Sunday, Interior  redecorating, Constitution drafting, 

Photo Directory, Faith Formation, Movie Nighté 

            Finally.  A chance for us all to relax.  Take a bit     

of  Sabbath.   

           Oh.  Wait.  Itôs Advent.   

          That meansé. Hanging of the Greens, Pie        

Auction,  Advent by Candlelight, Christmas Eve, 

Christmas  Concert,é 

         So much to do.  

       It is sometimes, often actually, hard to just ñbe.ò I 

can  get so caught up in doing, and what needs doing. 

      Pause.  Take a moment to breath, and think about 

15 seconds or so, on the question: 

What does it mean to ñbeò a disciple of Christ.   

How is ñbeingò differing than doing?                              

Both are good.  Both are necessary.  But they are a bit 

different.  

ñBeingò something permeates us to the soul.  It defines 

who we are ï not just what we do.  It means we think         

a certain way.  We ñdoò certain things (and not  other 

things, of course).  We make certain plans for the                

future, change our priorities.  

 We ñdoò things because of who we are, 

as  Christians.  We also ñdoò things in order to 

help us   become who we wish to become.   It is 

the  practice of Christianity ï worship, prayer, service, 

fellowship, study.  

 We ñpracticeò these together, becoming better 

at all, and in so doing ñbecomingò what God calls us to 

be. 

 Sometimes that means we do things that we 

really donôt want to do ï just like when the sport or 

music coach tells us to go practiceé we may not really 

want to at the       moment, it may be uncomfortable, 

but we know that is how we become better.   

 What does it mean for you to ñbeò a Christian?  

What might you begin to ñpracticeò more in order to 

help you become what God is calling you to be? 

Pastor Scott 

 

Our Ministerôs Mirthé 

 

(Copyright Gospel Communications International, Inc - 

www.reverendfun.com Used with permission) 

 



 

 December   2009             Volume 32        Page   2 

Finances and Consecration Sunday 

Results  

 

 First, about Finances in 2009:  2009 has been a 

year of financial struggle for many of our families, primarily 

due to loss of employment.  In turn this has presented a    

significant challenge to Hope.   Not only have our own       

offerings been effected, but due to the overall economic   

recession the Mission Support funds we received through 

the ELCA and our Synod have also been reduced.  What they 

do not receive they cannot give.   Through all this, however, 

our families ï combined ï have still fulfilled about 90% of 

the pledges made during our 2008 Consecration Sunday 

event.   Those that have been blessed have often given more.   

To all of you, indeed all of you, we give thanks.  And our 

folks have contributed above and beyond, particularly to the 

Parking Lot Fund.  We have the tangible blessing and benefit 

of those contributions.  

 However, due to reduced general offerings and    

reduced mission support we have found ourselves in an 

ñalways on the edgeò situation financially.   We try to spend 

as little as possible and always be grateful for the blessing of 

matching funds whenever available (such as from Thrivent 

for our VBS/education and Fix It Up fund).   These are     

required to be directed to specific ministry expenses, but 

they stretch our contributions twice as far.    

 As frugal as we have tried to be we are still a bit 

ñbehindò ï and, like many congregations, we have not       

fulfilled our commitment to the Synod and the ELCA.  In  

the congregationally approved financial plan for this year 

(2009) we committed to share a ñtitheò with the Synod/

ELCA to be used for regional, national and international 

ministries.  Our tithe is 10% of our general offerings (not 

including special fund raising).  Much of the funds that we 

intended to send to the Synod/ELCA were used instead to 

pay basic internal expenses of ministry ï mortgage, utilities 

and salaries.   As a congregation we have, so far, missed our 

tithing pledge by about $5,500.  But what we do not send on 

to them cannot be used for ministry elsewhere.   And it can-

not be sent back to us, or other ministries in development, 

either.  This is not good or healthy for us spiritually as a   

congregation.   We can always justify and rationalize it, of 

course.   ñWe need it for something else.ò  Thatôs easy.   It 

isnôt healthy, however.  It can also have a long-term negative 

impact on us when we have progress reviews and request 

continuing mission support.  We ask the Synod and ELCA to 

support us ï in turn, they ask us to support them.  This is 

more than just a financial measurement.  It is also intended 

to help us build healthy stewardship habits as a                   

congregation.    

 A bit about Finances for 2010: It is with great 

joy and thanks that I share with you that our Synod and the 

ELCA have committed to further Mission Support for Hope 

for 2010.   Even as we have struggled, they also see that we 

continue to mature and make progress in ministry, active 

families.    They are doing what they can, for us, and hold 

forth the dream that we can grow into the vision we hold to 

serve God here in Rockford.   Even so, they honestly share 

with us that they may be challenged to contribute as much to 

our ministry as they have pledged.    

 We ask you to prayerfully keep this in mind as we 

begin to prepare our financial plan for ministry for next 

year, which will be voted upon at our Jan 31 Congregational 

gathering.  It will, again, be tight ï of that I am sure.  It will 

require us to stretch, and that is good.   We grow more when 

we have to work hard.   Though, I canôt say that it would not 

also be good to have a ñreserve fund.ò   But we are not there 

yet.   Someday.  It is something for us to grow into. 

Second, Consecration Sunday blessings:  

 On Sunday, Nov 1 we celebrated Consecration     

Sunday together.   We shared our commitments for 2010 not 

only  with  God, but  with one another.   It is also important to 

note that we shared the commitment we are making to God, 

but also the commitment that we making to one another.  It 

is our commitment to one another because it is by these, our 

financial gifts to the ministry of Hope, that we continue to 

have a family of faith to share together here at Hope.   

 You, our faithful brothers and sisters, have made 

commitments that give glory to God.  

 We are pleased to share that even amidst all the        

turmoil and financial stresses more than half our     

families committed to raise their giving in 2010 

above what they (you folks!) have been giving in 

2009. The overall funds committed to ministry represent a 

combined 11% increase over the 2009 giving to -

date .  The total committed as of Nov 22 is about $73,750.  

We pray, and hope, that in 2010 our families face fewer fi-

nancial challenges and will be able to fulfill these              

commitments.  

In these commitments we recognize your faithful 

response to Godôs call to generous giving.  

Thanks be to God, and may his blessings fill your 

cup to overflowing!  
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Recommended changes for  

Congregational Constitution             

The Congregation Council of Hope Community Church     

presents to you a proposed set of changes to the                 

Constitution.  These proposed changes are being                 

distributed for review and discussion, with the intent to   

vote on the proposed changes at our congregational         

gathering coming up in January.  Some of these proposals 

are the result of the  congregation meeting  in Jan 2008 in 

which the council  was commissioned  to develop the         

recommendations for presentation in  Jan 2010.  

These changes were the result of identifying a number of 

operational problems, such as: 

Topic #1 -  complications associated with fiscal     

year planning and reporting and the inflexibility      

of various event dates. 

Topic #2 ï an alternative council size and           

structure, including changes in the position of  

Treasurer.    

Topic #3 ï these changes represent general         

clarification and cleanup of the document. A        

preface ñStructure of the Constitution and the        

Inclusion of Bylawsò has been added to the           

document as well in order to explain how the        

Constitutionôs Chapters, Provisions, By-Laws and 

Continuing Resolutions are documented. 

A 2-page summary document describes the three sets of   

proposed changes including what issues they address and 

help solve.  The summary and the full text of the draft 

amended constitution is available: 

1) on the website (look in the ñForms and Docsò) 

section at www.hoperockford.org 

2) via email from Pastor Scott ï drop me a note,    

Iôll send you a copy 

3) a few paper copies will be available at church ï 

one ñoffice copyò to look at and a few others if you 

wish to take one home. 

All the proposed changes are documented in the draft        

copy such that you can see the existing/original text  (using 

strike-through) and the new proposed text (underlined).  

If we accept these proposed changes in January, two things 

happen afterward: 

a) we can operate under them for the current year, 

but need to have a 2nd ratification vote in Jan 2011  

b) we submit them to the Synod for review, which is 

done to ensure that we are not making any            

substantive changes to our overall purpose,           

affiliation, etc.  We arenôt making any changes         

in those areas, so no worries there. 

Thank you all.  And thanks to council folks who helped work 

through these together during the past year. 

Pastor Scott 

 

 

Jingle Offering Oct -Dec 2009 to 

Leandraôs Center and Lutheran      

Disaster Relief  

The first $32 of every month is dedicated to the children of 

Leandraôs Center in the Dominican Republic (see Sept news-

letter articles about Leandraôs Center).   All Jingle Offerings 

above that during Oct/Nov/Dec will be donated to Lutheran 

Disaster Relief.  Each quarter we support a local, regional, 

national or international organization, helping us remember 

how we are part of the larger world and the larger church of 

all believers.   We welcome your suggestions. Here is our 

first sequence of beneficiaries: 

 

1Q (Jan-Mar) Lutheran World Hunger  

2Q (Apr-June) Living Water Ministries (camping and out-

door ministry of ELCA in Michigan)  

3Q (July-Sept) Alpha Family Center      

 4Q (Oct-Dec) Lutheran Disaster Relief (which focuses on 

the United States 
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14-year -old volunteer sets a 

great example  
By Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Gifts, Lutheran Social Services 

of Michigan  

 Itôs not something you expect to see, a teenager   

hanging out with the senior residents at MapleCreek in Grand 

Rapids, but Rachel Sironen, 14, has doing this for two years.  

  ñRachel primarily volunteers at The Lodge, and 

sometimes at The Woods,ò said Rev. Rebecca Ebb-Speese 

(Pastor Becky). ñShe started volunteering when she was a 

confirmation student and chose me to be her mentor.ò 

 Rachel admits to being a little scared at first. ñAfter 

talking to Pastor Becky, I found out this was normal for       

everyone, because they donôt know what to expect,ò Rachel 

said, ñBut I have made new friends and I feel like Iôm always 

welcome. I donôt get to go much during the school year, but  

in the summer I go once a week.ò 

 ñThe residents love to have her come,ò Pastor 

Becky observes. ñRachel is very comfortable talking  

with them, and she takes an interest in the people who 

seem to have the least social skills. The activity staff   

appreciates her help, too.ò  

 Rachel is the daughter of Gary Sironen, the     

music director at Christ Lutheran in Wyoming. She 

really enjoys helping Pastor Becky with worship and 

communion services. ñItôs really cool when everyone     

in the room sings,ò Rachel said, ñbecause you see all 

their faces light up. They know they are in the presence 

of the Lord.ò 

 ñIf you were to ask me what I do, I would       

honestly tell you, not much,ò Rachel said. ñAnyone can 

volunteer; it doesnôt have to only be adults. The          

residents love kids. But I think the main thing they           

like is just having someone to talk to.ò 

Be a volunteer for Lutheran Social Services of 

Michigan:  

MapleCreek: Sharon Munson - 616-284-5775 or 

smuns@lssm.org  

LSSM Foster Care: Joan Lutke ï 616-356-1934 / 

jlutk@lssm.org  

LSSM Refugee Services: Chris Cavanaugh ï                   

616-356-1934 / ccava@lssm.org 

PASTORôS VERY SPECIAL THANKS TOé 

¶ Karrie Monroe  ï for making all the food for Fall 

Fest 

¶ Scott & Becky  ï for letting farm and home be 

overrun for Fall Fest 

¶ Craig & Justin  ï for getting all the electrical work 

done for our new projector for worship.  Climbing 

around in the attic, running wires, drilling,     

mounting and all.  

¶ All the folks that spent time Sunday afternoon to 

help back-fill the edges of the new paving: Mary-

Gray; Craig; Rose & Jesse; Larry & Joan; and 

Kim, Zac & Josh.  

¶ Tim & Sarah  for preparing the Consecration     

Sunday meal 

¶ Maddie  for preparing the Reformation Sunday 

brunch 

¶ Olivia, Emily & Andi for playing recorder for our 

Celtic Worship 

¶ Joyce & Joan for preparing a meal for council and 

our Bishop on his visit  

¶ Linda for making Safety Day happen 

¶ Mary for the flu -shots and getting the AED 

(defibrillator)   

¶ Kim for helping coordinate the new Photo            

Directory  

¶ Nancy for organizing our Consecration Sunday  

¶ Rich and Denny for tearing out the old asphalt for 

the wiring trench for lights  

¶ Tom for fixing our tables that needed welding  

¶ Linda for re-upholstering the bulletin boards  

¶ Karrie for helping install letting  

¶ Ann and all for Blood Drive  

¶ Randy and Lisa for organizing Movie Night.  

¶ Everyone on Council, Finance, Outreach/

Fellowship, Meal Ministry, Faith Formation 

leaders, Property, etc.  

And for any all that I most certainly missed, for 

all the things youôve doneé 
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Lights!  Pavement!  Parking! DONE! (well, mostly)  

Look at these ñbefore and afterò pictures! 

 
We are blessed.  Glory be to God.   

 

Between all our own donations, fundraisers, and the match from the ELCA Mission Investment Fund we were 

able to get paving prior to winter.   

 

For the economical price of just under $20,000 we now have a 1.5ò thick paved parking lot, striped parking spots 

and lights.     

 

A second 1.5ò layer should be added as soon as we can to protect the parking lot against the effects of weather and 

weight.   At ñtoday'sò prices will cost about $11,500. That could change a bit by next summer. We donôt have that 

much, yet ï but we can keep raising funds toward that work. This will be a bit easier because the Mission            

Investment  Fund  is  encouraged  by  our  progress  and  has extended the time  in  which they  will  match                    

contributions. They originally said the match period ended Oct 6.  At our request this summer they extended it to 

Dec 31, which was important because the funds received in Oct gave us enough for the work this fall. Last week, 

when we showed them what has been done and how much more we need, they agreed to another extension ï  all 

additional funds raised through March 31 (up to the $15,000 total) will still be matched by the 

Mission Investment Fund and will be applied toward the 2 nd  layer of paving.   

 

So - we have raised almost $10,500 so far (matched to $21,000).  If we can raise another $4,500 (again matched 

for another $4,500) weôll have hit the limit, but will have about $10,000 of the $11,500 required for the final layer 

of paving.    

 

Every dollar we raise now gets doubled, and makes it one less dollar we need to raise on our own. 

This: Into This:  

  



December      2009             Volume   32       Page    6 

 

HCC Faith Formation  
1st and 3rd Sundays   

Children  (11:30am -1pm)  

Meet after church service on the 1st and 3rd        

Sundays of the month.  

 Nursery is in the hands of Linda Hoemke.             

Pre school, 1st and 2nd are being taught by Nancy 

Hock, Akaloo are for grades 3-5 and is taught by 

Joyce Kidder and Sara Curtis. The  numbers are 

growing come and join the fun.   

 

Adult Faith Formation  

Fall/Winter 2009 Video Study                                             

Series: That the World May Know                                                                       

Faith Formation                                                                     

on 1 st & 3rd Sundays 11:30 -1pm  

Adult Faith Formation during the fall and winter will       

continue the popular series ñThat the World May Knowò 

which explores the ancient world of the Bible through 

video,  followed by shared discussion.  Each session covers         

different places, history and scripture.     

This fall, the series will cover the topic 

ñProphets and Kings of Israelò 

Filmed on location in Israel, this unique video set brings 

God's Word to life with astounding relevance. You        

probably know the Bible passages by heart. But now you'll 

understand the meaning and significance behind them. By     

weaving together the Bible's fascinating historical, cultural,     

religious and geographical  contexts, teacher and          

historian Ray Vander Laan reveals keen insights into 

the Scriptures' significance for believers in this day 

and age.  

There is no coast participate in this study, and you can 

join any session on any Faith Formation Sunday 

Adult Wednesday Bible Study ðThe Revelation of John  

A study and discussion of what it says and what it might   mean 

Wednesday Night Bible Study  with Pastor Scott 

There is not a single ñright and onlyò way to read Revelation! 

¶ Why is there so much dispute about the book of Revelation?    ¶What does it say (or NOT say) about the        

Tribulation and the Rapture?          ¶Is it about the past, the present, or the future? 

¶ What did it mean to readers back in 100AD?     ¶What might it mean for us today?   

Excitement & Drama!  

Revelation is filled with hope, judgment, promise, monsters, strange visions, warnings, special codes, 

the Four Horsemen, the Alpha and Omega, the New Jerusalem, and on and oné  

Join us any Wednesday at  7pm  

Youth Faith Formation for Fall/

Winter ï ñLutheran Lifeò 

During this fall and winter our Middle School & High 

School youth are exploring the topic of ñLutheran 

Lifeò in Faith Formation.   This series combines Bible 

basics with our particular traditions of worship 

(gathering, Word, meal and sending), theology, some in 

depth discussion of special topics including Baptism, 

Communion, and what it means to confess, confirm 

and claim our faith.  

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11:30am-1pm.  Led by Rose Nemecek 

and Pastor Scott.    
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Script News  
Hello Hope,  

  Our November 08, order was our biggest Scrip      

rebate  of all time!!!  $55.75 WOW!!!   Thank to all 

who use Scrip.  

We have certainly seen blessings from this little 

fundraiser that doesnõt cost the ones who pur-

chase the cards.  

Decemberõs orders go in the 13th and 27th. 

By 9pm. Also Scrip had many specials they are 

running, Merchants are raising there percentages 

of rebates for the holidays.  

Remember stocking stuffer gift cards, holidays 

shopping at various stores or online stores,      

restaurant cards, gasoline cards and many many 

more. Please go to shopwithscrip.com and look 

over the many retailers to choose from. Also ,I 

can get Ricõs Food scrip certificates too. Take 

advantage of this program and help support our 

church!!  

Youõll find info packets in the back of church, in 

the information stand and browse through the 

program. You donõt need the internet to purchase 

Scrip, Please call for info if neededéé              

616-863 -9079. Thank you ñ  Mary McGuire -  

your Scrip coordinator.  

Jan 31, 2010 - Mark your calendar!  

Celebration of Ministry and Congregational 

Meeting  

Weôll be gathering after worship to celebrate both past and 

future, as well as do a bit of necessary business. 

On this day weôll 

¶ ñCelebration our Ministryò which includes remember-

ing this past yearôs blessings and exploring where God 

is calling us to go. 

¶ Vote on recommended changes to the Congregational 

Constitution (see separate article) 

¶ Elect new council members to represent and lead us 

in answering our call to ministry together  

¶ Approve a financial plan for ministry for 2010  

 

Your participation ï that day, and every day, is vital to our 

being able to fulfill the mission we have to serve God here in 

this place. 

In search of smiles!!!!  

Our church is in the process of having a picture  

directory made.  Monday  December 7th  is 

the day that the photographer will be taking 

pictures at our church. Pictures will be taken 

from  4 pm to  9:30pm.  Check the list at 

church for  available appointment time or talk 

to Kim Swix .  

This is a one stop trip .Your picture will be taken and you will be able 

to select the picture that you want in the directory  right away.   You 

will not only get a free directory but you will also receive 

a free 8x10 portrait.  If you canôt make that day you can go to    

another church and have your picture taken.  If you do not want to 

have your picture taken there are a few places available where  your 

picture from home can be added 

If you have any questions  contact Kim Swixô   433-1274  

It would be great if everyone can get their picture done so 

we can have a complete directory  of  all the important peo-

ple in our church!!!!  

Good News ð Hope now has itôs own         

defibrillator!!  And yes there are many of our 

own people here at Hope that have been taught 

how to use it .   

The defibrillator will be kept in the back of the 

church incase it is ever needed thanks  to Mary 

for her hard work in getting it for us. Thanks 

Mary  
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People we are  

 Praying for   

Healing, Hope and Faith  : those 

suffering with colds and flu, especially Randy ; Sara Z 

who is dealing with gull bladder problems; Kim  who is 

healing at Kent Community hospital; Zack; David; 

Dennis; Joyceôs sister Linda who had a small stroke 

Safety, Wisdom and Guidance  

for: good results from Nickôs  medical test; Spencer  
family and Zack; Andrew who is being deployed to 

Iraq; Judy going on vacation; for the hunters; continue 

good health for Holly and test results; Body  of Christ 

Church; Gary and Deb  purchasing a house 

Peace, Strength and Comfort: 
Those looking for jobs; Carrie Wygmans and family at 

the passing of her Father, Carl; Bowser family at the 

passing of Brett; Rose asked for prayers for her family 

at the death of her Aunt Doris; the Johnson family who 

are grieving for a son who died. 

Thanks and Blessings :  Brettôs bap-

tism and his courage through faith; Baileyôs return to 

good health; Chuckôs improved health and healing; 

Lindaôs parents going well in Florida; the lower price 

on our parking lot and the extension of our matching 

grant; visit of Rev. Clay Bates; past and future of Hope 

Community Church; healing Loriôs family; improved 

health and up coming benefit; blessing of a paved 

parking lot and all those that have donated ;mission 

support congregations and the anonymous donor;  

Nicks good test results, Judyôs  good trip Randyôs  dadôs 

improved health; Beckyôs  success in fund raising ; 

Becky and Scott thankful for Zach may have turned 

toward God 

 Our Congregation for:  All who are 

unemployed and underemployed; Consecration       

Sunday celebration  

Our Community and World: our 

prayer partner, Capital University,  Wittenberg        

University, Sudanese Christ Lutheran Church, Living 

water Ministries, Trinity Lutheran Seminary; all of the 

families affected by the shootings at Fort Hood;  

Safe Travel: Don and Hazel, Linda, John and 

Jackie 

Blood Drive ð January 16  

Mark your calendars and let everyone you meet know. Blood 

saves lives! 

 

 

 

 

Please bring a can of food  when you come to give blood. It 

will help our food drive and the  North Kent Service Center. 

The holidays may be over but people still need to eat!! 

 

 THANK  YOU  

Special thanks to:  

Everyone who brought  food for Char 

όϡϲϳϨᶯϳΞϬϵϮϣϨϥϯϮΞϡϮϤΞϡϬϬΞϯϦΞϴϨϯϳϥΞϴϨϡϴΞ

helped serve.  

To Pastor who took the time to make and 

hang the beautiful logo that is on the wall 

in the   entrance.  

Karrie Monroe  and Pastor for putting up 

our church motto in the entrance.  

  All the people that helped with the 

brunch on Consecration Sunday.  

And all those that are working on       

ϰϲϯϪϥϣϴϳΞϡϮϤΞϷϥΞϤϯϮᶯϴΞϳϥϥέΞ 

We could not  be the church we are with 

out  all of you !  Thank  you!  
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Volunteers;  Please find a replacement to do your job if you are not able to make the day that you 

signed up for.  Not on the list look for the sign up sheets in the entrance.  And  add  your name or 

call Nancy Spykerman  Thanks.  

December  Service People  
 December  6  December  13  December  20  December27   

Greeters  West Hoemke Kidder  Spykerman  

Usher  Scott Monroe  Ron Williams  Scott Spencer Jim VanEss  

Prayer of the Day  Maddie West Denny Hoemke John Donehoo Larry Zandstra   

Prayer of the 

Church  

Denny Hoemke Randy Posthumus John  Donehoo Tim Garton   

Lay Reader  MaryGray Barrett  Rose Nemecek Tim Garton  Nancy Spykerman  

Acolyte  Bailey Barrett  Oliva Hock Jesse Schultz Josh Peterson  

Communion      

Assistant  

Ann Huizenga  Tim Garton    

Coffee and 

Cookies  

Zandstra Linda Hoemke Kim Swix Nancy Spykerman  

Flowers       

      

Dates to Remember 
Dec. 6  Gift basket drawing 

Dec. 9    Women s Choirs  

Dec. 13  Script orders  

Dec. 20 Advent by Candlelight  

Dec. 24 Christmas eve worship  

Jan.  Blood drive and food collection                 

Movie night!!!  

Our first movie night was a great 

success. 34 people made it to watch 

ñThe Ultimate Giftò .  

We are  looking for families to host 

the movie night. If you would like to 

do this please contact Randy at     

874-3303. He will help you           

organize and get a movie 
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