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Hop
eôs 

Happenings 

Spiritual Life - ñFat Tuesdayò and 

Lent  

 Iôm rather sure youôve probably heard of ñMardi 

Grasò?  But if you donôt speak French, you may not realize 

that translates into English as ñTuesday Fatò ï such as 

ñFat Tuesdayò the ancient celebration just prior to Lent.   

Sometimes also known as Shrove Tuesday, it is the     

Tuesday preceding Ash Wednesday, and sort of          

represents ñthe oppositeò of that day of fasting, prayer,          

penance and recognition of our mortality.    

 Opposite of all that somber stuff?   Thatôs right.  

Party Time. 

 Fat Tuesday got itôs name because it was the day  

to use up all the rich, succulent foods that would typically 

be given up during the period of Lent. Lent is a season of 

self-denial ï living lightly, we might say. Thatôs why we 

have the ñlightò soup and bread suppers on Wednesday 

evenings in Lent. It is good to fast, a bit ï it can help us 

grow spiritually, appreciate hunger and want, and maybe 

even lose a few pounds.  The liturgical fasting emphasized 

eating plainer food and refraining from food that would 

give pleasure: In many cultures, this means no meat, 

dairy, or eggs. 

 But if we give up all those rich foods during Lent 

(well, some folks are more serious about that ñgiving upò 

that others are) then what to do with everything in the 

fridge and pantry?   

 That is the purpose of Fat Tuesday!  Itôs a big  

party (yes, think Mardi Gras) often with a large banquet 

with things like pancakes and doughnuts and anything 

else that might use up those rich foodstuffs such as eggs, 

milk, and sugar, before the fasting season of the 40 days 

of Lent.  

 So this year, as youôll notice elsewhere in the news-

letter, Hope will be celebrating Fat Tuesday with a pot-

luck party and game night.   

 Join us!  Bring the good stuff.  Have fun!  

 Then on Ash Wednesday enter Lent and enter a 

new season, by looking at yourself and looking for God, 

and doing so more lightly   
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Coming to America is a 

Christmas gift for refugees  
By Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Gifts, Lutheran Social 

Services of Michigan 

 Every day, Lutheran Social Services of Michigan 

touches the lives of people. Just ask refugee John       

Selemani, originally from the Democratic Republic of 

Congo. We settled John and his wife and four young 

children in Grand Rapids in June 2009.  

 John, his wife and their oldest son fled the war 

in Congo and lived eight years in Burundi, where       

refugees often went without food for days or even died 

from hunger. It was a very hard life.  

 ñI could not get a job, my children could not go 

to school. Our house had no running water or               

electricity,ò John said. ñThere was no hope for my       

children.ò 

 The family knew no English when they arrived. 

Today, John is employed and the family has an         

apartment. ñThe children go to school and have clothes 

and food,ò John said. The Christian family attends a 

church, thanks to American friends who provide them 

rides. 

 Even in these difficult economic times in the 

U.S., no matter how bad it gets, John said, things are 

much better here. ñComing to America is the biggest 

Christmas gift I could have,ò John said. ñHere my       

children have a good future.ò 

 Last fiscal year, Lutheran Social Services settled 

211 refugees in West Michigan. They came from Burma, 

Bhutan, Iraq, Congo, Rwanda, Cuba and Sudan. Since 

Oct. 1, LSSM has had 43 new arrivals, with about 180 

more expected through September. 

 ñPeople can assist us with monetary gifts to  

supplement the limited funding we receive to help each 

family,ò said Chris Cavanaugh, program manager for 

Refugee Resettlement.  

 ñWe also need donations of beds ï mattresses, 

box springs, frames, bedding, dining tables and chairs, 

lamps and end tables, couches, household and kitchen 

items, cleaning supplies, clothing, and baby items ï plus 

volunteers and sponsors to be a support to the refugees.ò  

 Contact Chris Cavanaugh at 616-356-1934 or by 

email at ccava@lssm.org. 

Automated Offerings through Your Bank ï 

Convenient for You, Consistent for Hope  
 For the last few years Hope had been participating in the 

ñSimply Givingò program which enabled congregation members 

to have their offering transferred directly from their bank account 

to the church on a weekly, bi-weekly or monthly schedule. This 

program was great for a number of folks, and wonderful for Hope.  

Folks could set up how much they desired to contribute (such as 

their Consecration Sunday pledge) and it would happen every 

time.  Hope received the offerings consistently, even while folks 

were away on vacation or ill.  This is important for Hope, since 

our Financial Plan is based on such consistent giving.    

 Late last year the Simply Giving program instituted a 

number of changes which made it more complicated for us, and 

stated including fees not previously charged.   Hopeôs council  

decided not to continue using Simply Giving.   However, this then 

took away that convenient and consistent giving option.   

 After a bit of investigation, weôve found that there is     

another, even simpler, alternative to the Simply Giving automated 

offering progra m.   You probably already have access to it, and it 

would not require any special ñsign upsò or sharing your financial 

information with any third parties.  

 Most banks offer online banking.  Through the online 

banking website, bank customers can pay bills directly without 

writing checks or mailing them in. I  (Pastor Scott) have been    

using that for years for utilities, credit cards and such with        

different amounts each month.  Iôve found that it also works for 

repeat payment of identical amounts, and can be scheduled to 

make that same payment weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, etc.  There 

is no charge for making online payments.  The bank transfers the 

funds electronically when possible, or sends a check in the mail if 

necessary. 

 So, I could use my online banking to send a ñoffering   

paymentò to Hope, if I wished, and schedule it as desired.  5/3 

would print the check and mail it to Hope.   Hope would receive it 

(in the mail) and then include it in the Sunday offerings.  

 No special approvals, computer printouts, memberships, 

sign ups, sharing account info with other folks, etc.  And you     

control the payments directly.  Change it or cancel it any time you 

like. 

 Also no fees for either party.   A quick conversation with 

another bank confirmed that they offer the same service ï auto-

mated, recurring payments at no fee. 

 If you had been using Simply Giving, or have considered 

the convenience of automated giving that helps you keep on track 

with your Consecration Sunday pledge, this may be a good option 

for you. 
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Lent & Easter at Hope in 2010  

 New this year:  

ñFat Tuesdayò Party & Game night.   

6pm-9pm..or soéBring food.   

We'll have the games (John and Jackie Donehoo          

coordinating those)     

Ash Wednesday service with the imposition of 

ashes (7pm)   

Lent Wednesday Soup & Service  

    Soup & Bread Supper: 6:30pm (look for a sign-up 

sheet for providing soup & bread) 

  

 

   Special Service: 7 -7:30pm   

 

 Our Wed special services will revolve around the 

"Stations of the Cross." Each Wednesday we have a short  service 

that explores and contemplates 2 of the "stations." The Stations 

of the Cross are events Jesus' life starting with the trial before 

Pilate and ending with his body being removed from the 

cross.  This series will end during Holy Week, finishing on Good 

Friday. 

 During Lent the Wednesday Night Studies will gather 

from 7:45-8:45 or so, after the Wednesday special service.     

There is no study after the Ash Wed service, at which all are               

encouraged to leave in contemplative silence. 

Serving with your Gifts  

There are a number of areas in which Hope needs more folks to help serve.   Would you pray about whether you may give your 

time and share your gifts in any of the following ways? 

¶ Additional adult Faith Formation leaders  

o Helping lead our Adult Faith Formation study time allows our leader team to rotate, gives leaders a chance to be 

a participant on occasion, and even take vacations ï all while still ensuring that we provide a consistent and 

quality time of study for all.   Serving as a Faith Formation leader requires preparation prior to the session, but 

sharing that responsibility means that effort is shared as well.   The curriculums we choose are always evaluated 

to ensure that the preparation time is reasonable.    

¶ Additional youth leaders ï especially in preparation for this fall  

o Right now we have one big group of 6th-9th graders.  We donôt happen to have any upper HS students at Hope, at 

the moment, so they have all been meeting together with Rose Nemecek and Pastor Scott.    This fall weôll have 

more kids moving up from Elementary this fall.  Our 9 th graders will also be entering high-school, and they will 

need some dedicated group time and leaders as well.   Rose and I will need some extra help!  As for Rose, well, 

sheôs going to have a little bundle of distraction, too.  We need, and the kids need and deserve, a few other folks 

that can make the commitment to spend time with them at Faith Formation ï the whole scope, head and heart, 

engage in their lives, prepare well and present our Faith Formation curriculum, and help them grow in faith and 

relationship with God.  

¶ Christian Education Coordinator?  

o I (Pastor Scott) do this now.  Iôd love some help ï someone who can help work with our Faith Formation leaders, 

evaluate curriculum, help prepare occasional ñtraining for teachersò so that we can equip our leaders to better 

use those skills and gifts they have.  Things like this.   How about you? 

¶ Guitarist for praise team  

o Know someone?  How about you?  Dust off those hidden skills and learn some new songs?  Play with the Praise 

Team?    
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HCC Faith Formation  
1st and 3rd Sundays   

Children  (11:30am -1pm)  

Meet after church  on the 1st and 3rd  Sundays of 

the month.  

 Nursery is in the hands of Linda Hoemke.             

Pre school, 1st and 2nd are being taught by Nancy 

Hock, Akaloo are for grades 3-5 and is taught by 

Joyce Kidder and Sara Curtis. The  numbers are 

growing come and join the fun.   

 

Adult Faith Formation  

Fall/Winter 2009 Video Study                                             

Series: That the World May Know                                                                       

Faith Formation                                                                     

on 1 st & 3rd Sundays 11:30 -1pm  

Adult Faith Formation during the fall and winter will       

continue the popular series ñThat the World May Knowò 

which explores the ancient world of the Bible through 

video,  followed by shared discussion.  Each session covers         

different places, history and scripture.     

The series will cover the topic ñProphets and 

Kings of Israelò 

Filmed on location in Israel, this unique video set brings 

God's Word to life with astounding relevance. You        

probably know the Bible passages by heart. But now you'll 

understand the meaning and significance behind them. By     

weaving together the Bible's fascinating historical, cultural,     

religious and geographical  contexts, teacher and          

historian Ray Vander Laan reveals keen insights into 

the Scriptures' significance for believers in this day 

and age.  

There is no cost to participate in this study, and you 

can join any session on any Faith Formation Sunday  

Adult Wednesday Bible Study ðThe Revelation of John  

A study and discussion of what it says and what it might   mean. 

Wednesday Night Bible Study  with Pastor Scott 

There is not a single ñright and onlyò way to read Revelation! 

¶ Why is there so much dispute about the book of Revelation?         ¶What does it say (or NOT say) about the   Tribulation 

and the Rapture?          ¶Is it about the past, the present, or the future? 

¶ What did it mean to readers back in 100AD?     ¶What might it mean for us today?   

Excitement & Drama!  

Revelation is filled with hope, judgment, promise, monsters, strange visions, warnings, special codes, 

the Four Horsemen, the Alpha and Omega, the New Jerusalem, and on and oné  

Join us any Wednesday at  7:45pm  during Lent  

Youth Faith Formation for Fall/

Winter ï ñLutheran Lifeò 

During this fall and winter our Middle School & High 

School youth are exploring the topic of ñLutheran 

Lifeò in Faith Formation. This series combines Bible 

basics with our particular traditions of worship 

(gathering, Word, meal and sending), theology, some in 

depth discussion of special topics including Baptism, 

Communion, and what it means to confess, confirm 

and claim our faith.  

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11:30am-1pm.  Led by Rose Nemecek 

and Pastor Scott.    
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Jingle Offering Jan -Mar 2010 to 
Leandraôs Center and Lutheran 
World Hunger  

The first $32 of every month is dedicated to the  children 
of Leandraôs Center in the Dominican Republic (see Sept 
newsletter articles about Leandraôs Center).  All Jingle 
Offerings above that during Oct/Nov/Dec will be donated 
to Lutheran World Hunger. Each quarter we support a 
local,  regional, national or international organization, 
helping us remember how we are part of the larger world 
and the larger church of all believers. We welcome your 
suggestions. Here is our current  sequence of beneficiar-
ies: 

1Q (Jan-Mar) Lutheran World Hunger  

2Q (Apr-June) Living Water Ministries (camping and 
outdoor ministry of ELCA in Michigan)  

3Q (July-Sept) Alpha Family Center 

4Q (Oct-Dec) Lutheran Disaster Relief (which focuses on 
the United States) 

Ink Cartridges Collection - Credit for 

Hopeôs Office Supplies 

Do you have a computer printer at home or the office? 

What do you do with your empty ink and toner        

cartridges? Would you give them to us to recycle? 

If you do, Office Max will then give Hope $3  Max-

Perks rewards for every visibly undamaged HP, Dell, 

Lexmark, Brother, Epson, Samsung, Kodak, Sharp 

or Canon ink or toner cartridges we bring in for      

recycling. We can earn up to $60/month (thatôs 20   

cartridges) that we can use toward paper, inks and 

anything else that we might be able to find at Office-

Max.   

Thatôs money saved that we can spend on other minis-

tries. Weôll have a box in the office for collecting car-

tridges.    
Thanks from Michele & Pastor Scott 

Church  Council; 

We thank  all the people  who are on the church 

council, a special thank you to Ann Huizenga and 

Scott Spencer for having served on the Church 

Council for many years.   THANK YOU ALL !  

Congratulation to Lisa Posthumus and Scott Monroe 

as they will now join the church council.  

Alpha Family Center  

Do you have lightly used clothing that your 

children have grown out of ?  Need a place 

for them?  The Alpha Family Center could 

use them. The Center is also in need of 

baby food and formula. For more         

information  contact Sara Curtis at      

616-984-2129 or  

e-mail uddercountry@aol.com.             

She will see that the center receives your 

items 

Thanks Carrie ð  

Most of you know that Carrie Wygmans  has come to the end 

of her call at Hope Community.  We did not get to see her 

much in the last few months, her time was spent at Body Of 

Christ. Carrie did a lot for our church, much of it went unseen.  

Did you know that I would not be writing this news letter if it 

werenôt for her?  Carrie brought in Natural Church Develop-

ment which showed us where some of our weak  points were  

and helped to correct them. She was able to get many other 

churches to support our development. Carrie was also great    

at getting people to leave their comfort  zone.  She did much 

more to help our church  and for all of this we thank her.  

Thank you Carrie for giving,  good luck  and visit us often. 

The Paint! 

Thanks to all of  you who donated paint and 

other donation to the family that I work for.   

It was a great   surprise to her and her girls 

and will make their home look much better.  

Thanks again. 

Deb Z. 
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People we are  

 Praying for   

Healing, Hope and Faith : Joyce for  

medical and personal needs; Aaron, Sara Z ,who is having;  

Rose who has inflamed ribs; Julie who is on bed rest in her             

pregnancy; Margaret who is recuperating from brain      

surgery; Zach, who is recovering from surgery; Jesse      

waiting test results; the health of Lisaôs father; Ray a 14 

year kid with leukemia; Amber and baby Jasmine; baby 

Drew; Bob; Dave; Robert Bernice and family; Joanôs sister 

in law, Paula, recovering from a stroke; Joyceôs niece       

Jamie; Jessicaôs pregnancy; Walter and Louise; Annôs 

daughter Sherri; Emma, 15 year recovering from cancer   

surgery in her bran; Ken Carrieôs brother-in law broke both 

ankles and his wife Jacque, who has to take care of him 

until he  heals 

Safety: Dougôs trip to Hawaii 

 Wisdom and Guidance  for:   relief 

workers in Haiti; Mike ; Jesseôs new work situation; Randy, 

John and all those who are looking for good jobs; our 

teachers and school officials who are trying to work on 

budget issues;  Zach; Jimôs brother quits drinking; Randy 

has job  a opportunity, pray for doors to be open for him; 

Body of Christ as they go through their last worship service; 

David on his ordination (congratulation); Carrie as she 

moves on to her next call 

Peace, Strength and Comfort:  people 

of Haiti ; Sam at the lose of her father; Tim at the lose of his 

grandmother and great uncles; Nancyôs mother who is in 

Hospice care; the engineer on a train that hit and killed a 

pedestrian; Jeff, who died in a car accident, his wife and 

children  

Thanks and  Blessings :   Thanks for Martin 

Luther , who taught us grace and gave  us the Lutheran tra-

ditions; Karrie Monroe and Kim who painted the social hall 

and all those that helped them; Karrie  for taking down the 

Christmas tree; for Sister Nancy Brousseau sharing a     

message with us; good news that Gwen Donehoo pregnancy 

is going well; Saturday night service with the Methodist 

church; new council people 

Our Community and World: our prayer 

partners, Feast of Victory of Acme, Mich.; Emmanuel 

Lutheran Church in Allegan, St Paulôs in Alpena 

Next Blood Drive ð  

March  27th   

9am to 1pm  

Mark your calendars  and let everyone you  meet know. 

Blood saves lives!  

Thirteen pints of blood were  collected at the January 

Blood drive. Great Job!!    Keep on Giving!! 

You are invited to a PARTY!!!!!!  

Yes Easter is on its way and the Outreach Committee is going 

to have a FAT TUESDAY PARTY. It will be the      

Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, 

 February 16th at 6:00pm. Join in the fun with  the 

pot luck , White Elephant Bingo and Crazy Cards. 

What is White Elephant Bingo you say? 

You find a treasure at home (something 

that is to good to throw away and you 

donôt want any more) Wrap it up plan or 

pretty. For each item you bring in you 

will get a bingo card. When you win you 

get to pick a white  elephant of the table 

or steal one from someone else. Lots of 

fun and lots of laughs. Donôt miss it!! 

!!!Babies on the way!!!  

There are two babies that are expected to arrive at our church.  

To help celebrate, we are throwing the two expecting couples 

(Jesse and Rose Nemecek, and Annette and Richard Bell) a 

BABY SHOWER        The shower will be   

February 28th after church .  

 All are invited ( men included) to join in on the fun and food. 

Hope to see you all there!!! 
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Volunteers;  Please find a replacement to do your job if you are not able to make the day that you 

signed up for.  Not on the list look for the sign up sheets in the entrance.  And  add  your name or 

call Nancy Spykerman  Thanks.  

February  servers  
 February   7  February  14  February  21  February  28   

Greeters  West Monroe Hoemke Hock  

Usher  Scott Monroe Ron Williams  Scott  Spencer Jim VanEss  

Prayer of the Day  Maddie West John Donehoo Larry Zandstra  Denny Hoemke  

Prayer of the 

Church  

Joyce Kidder Denny Hoemke Randy Posthumus John Donehoo  

Lay Reader  MaryGray  Barrett  Lisa Posthumus Nancy Spykerman 

 

Tim Garton   

Acolyte  Bailey Barrett  Oliva Hock Jesse Schultz Josh Peterson  

Communion      

Assistant  

Nancy Hock  Scott Spencer   

Coffee and 

Cookies  

MaryGray & Bailey 

Barrett  

    

Flowers       

      

Dates to Remember 
Feb. 16 - Fat Tuesday party 

Feb. 17 Ash Wednesday  

Feb.24th Lenten Supper begin 

Feb. 28 -Baby Shower  

April 4-  Easter Breakfast 

May 14-15- Yard Sale 

June 13th -Church Picnic 

Family Bowling 

Get out your bowling balls and shoes. Yes once again it 

is FAMILY  BOWLING time.  April 25th We are 

meeting for lunch at the Corner Bar at 12:00  

then at 1:00 pm  meet at the Rockford 

Lanes  for 2 fun games of bowling .  

 The cost of each game,  shoes and the ball is only $5. 

Invite friends and neighbors, people in the street  to 

come join in on the fun!!!  Weôll see you there! 
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