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Spiritual Life ~ -ifFat TuesdayoThatnds the purpose of Fe
party (yes, think Mardi Gras) often with a large banquet
I—e—nt with things like pancakes and doughnuts and anything

l6m rather sure youdve ByeEBUNEHtYse yplhgse rich igodstufsyzuch as eggs,
Graso? But if you donot s g¥kagndsegarheforg the fasting seqson of the 40days o 5
that translates intoisgshgd i Phe%s ATuesday Fatd
iFat Tuesdayo the ancient cel edog atthiosn yjeusrt, pasg oyou ol ILer
Sometimes also known as Shrove Tuesday, it is the letter, Hope will be celebrating Fat Tuesday with a pot-
Tuesday preceding Ash Wednesday, and sort of luck party and game night.

represents fithe opposited of tRaty dhadegobasht Wb flid  Pr 2y
penance and recognition of our mortality. ' ' '

_ Then on A?h Wednesda¥ nter Lent and enter a

Opposite of all that somber Sglf ? aéo& ¥|G%ht'

, new Season, by looking at yourself and looking for God,
Party Time. . .
and doing so more lightly

Fat Tuesday got ités na i
to use up all the rich, succulent foods that would typically
be given up during the period of Lent. Lent is a season of
self-deniali Il i ving lightly, we mi
have the Alightd soup and b
evenings in Lent. It is good to fast, a bit7 it can help us
grow spiritually, appreciate hunger and want, and maybe
even lose a few pounds. The liturgical fasting emphasized
eating plainer food and refraining from food that would
give pleasure: In many cultures, this means no meat,
dairy, or eggs.

REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT G4, Q

But if we give up all those rich foods during Lent

(well, some folks are more g
that others are) then what to do with everything in the _ R
fridge and pantry? Thanls to Shirley Ostrander 01-15-2004

' HOW COME THE WAITRESS GETS 152 AND GOP

ONLY GETS 10Z7
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Coming to America is a
Christmas gift for refugees

By Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Gifts, Lutheran Social
Services of Michigan

Every day, Lutheran Social Services of Michigan
touches the lives of people. Just ask refugee John
Selemani, originally from the Democratic Republic of
Congo. We settled John and his wife and four young
children in Grand Rapids in June 2009.

John, his wife and their oldest son fled the war
in Congo and lived eight years in Burundi, where
refugees often went without food for days or even died
from hunger. It was a very hard life.

il could not get a job
to school. Our house had no running water or
electricity, o John said. @

children. o

The family knew no English when they arrived.
Today, John is employed and the family has an
apartment. AThe children g
and food, o John said. The
church, thanks to American friends who provide them

rides.

Even in these difficult economic times in the
U.S., no matter how bad it gets, John said, things are

much better here. AComing
Christmas gi ft | could hav
children have a good futur

Last fiscal year, Lutheran Social Services settled
211 refugees in West Michigan. They came from Burma,
Bhutan, Iraq, Congo, Rwanda, Cuba and Sudan. Since
Oct. 1, LSSM has had 43 new arrivals, with about 180
more expected through September.

AfPeople can assist wus
supplement the limited funding we receive to help each

family, o0 said Chris Cavana
Refugee Resettlement.
iWe al so need diomatirdsses n

box springs, frames, bedding, dining tables and chairs,
lamps and end tables, couches, household and kitchen
items, cleaning supplies, clothing, and baby itemsi plus
vol unteers and sponsors to

Contact Chris Cavanaugh at 616356-1934 or by
email at ccava@lssm.org.

(0]

Automated Offerings through Your Bank T

Convenient for You, Consistent for Hope

For the last few years Hope had been patrticipating in the
ASi mply Givingo program which
to have their offering transferred directly from their bank account
to the church on a weekly, bi-weekly or monthly schedule. This
program was great for a number of folks, and wonderful for Hope.
Folks could set up how much they desired to contribute (such as
their Consecration Sunday pledge) and it would happen every
time. Hope received the offerings consistently, even while folks
were away on vacation or ill. This is important for Hope, since
our Financial Plan is based on such consistent giving.

Late last year the Simply Giving program instituted a
number of changes which made it more complicated for us, and
stated including fees not prev
decided not to continue using Simply Giving. However, this then
tank awayhihiaticahverient acdaansistent giving optjon.

After

a bit of
%n%the?, ev\évnasFmpIenr,oalterr}laQ[i\Pe %o thfe girrnplyr&-}(/ing automated
offering program. You probably already have access to it, and it
would not require any special
information with any third parties.

t _0 l\ﬁogtrt])aonl?slofferaor_rﬁiﬁe bg‘n%n\@.eThr%l;;?ﬁtﬁehoﬁiﬁe

¢ %arnliina \;ve'bsal‘ter} baﬁk%urgt'orhe}[s caft f)agl 5ing wéctlya\l/vithout

—

vi t h

u

b

writing checks or mailing them in. | (Pastor Scott) havebeen
using that for years for utilities, credit cards and such with
different amounts each month. | 6 v e f o tafsdwotkdfaer t
repeat payment of identical amounts, and can be scheduled to
maka thred galinecpaymens weekly, diweeklyg mantbly, etc. There
js do changh for meking @hline gaymentse Theank transfers the
funds electronically when possible, or sends a check in the mail if
necessary.

So, | could usemy online bankingt o s edffetinga i
payment 6 to Hope, i f | wis¥Hh*d,
would print the check and mail it to Hope. Hope would receive it

(in the mail) and then include it in the Sunday offerings.

Mo spegial apprevalg computer ptintouts, memberships,
sign ups, sharing account info with other folks, etc. And you
gomtrol the payngenta dinectiy.a @hangesitror canoet it any time you
like.

o f Wlsocha fees for either party. A quick conversation with
another bank confirmed that they offer the same servicei auto-
mated, recurring payments at no fee.

If you had been usin% SimpIP/ Giving, or h?ve considered _
Png cofvenientd &f a(l)utror%ated g(ﬁving tna?helﬁseyou lﬁe%p? oh track’
with your Consecration Sunday pledge, this may be a good option
for you.

i

i nvesheregsat i on
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Serving with your Gifts

There are a number of areas in which Hope needs more folks to help serve. Would you pray about whether you may give your
time and share your gifts in any of the following ways?

i Additional adult Faith Formation leaders

0 Helping lead our Adult Faith Formation study time allows our leader team to rotate, gives leaders a chance to be
a participant on occasion, and even take vacationsi all while still ensuring that we provide a consistent and
guality time of study for all. Serving as a Faith Formation leader requires preparation prior to the session, but
sharing that responsibility means that effort is shared as well. The curriculums we choose are always evaluated
to ensure that the preparation time is reasonable.

1 Additional youth leaders i especially in preparation for this fall

0 Right now we have one big groupof6h-9thgr ader s . We dondét happen to have
the moment, so they have all been meeting together w
more kids moving up from Elementary this fall. Our 9 th graders will also be entering high-school, and they will
need some dedicated group time and leaders as well. Rose and | will need some extra help! As for Rose, well,
shebs going to have a I|ittle bundle of distraction,
that can make the commitment to spend time with them at Faith Formation i the whole scope, head and heart,
engage in their lives, prepare well and present our Faith Formation curriculum, and help them grow in faith and
relationship with God.

9 Christian Education Coordinator?

o |l (Pastor Scott) do t k someoneomva can helpwbrk With oue Faithd-ommeatidm eedders,
evaluate curriculum, help prepare occasional Atraini
use those skills and gifts they have. Things like this. How about you?

1 Guitarist for praise team

o Know someone? How about you? Dust off those hidden skills and learn some new songs? Play with the Praise
Team?

Lent & Easter at Hope in 2010 Special Service: 7 -7:30pm

New this year:

& Game OW Wegj gPgcial services will revolve around the
; . "Stations of the Cross." Each Wednesday we have a short service
6pm-9pm. . or soeé€Bring fyRQfhioresand contemplates 2 of the "stations.” The Stations

AFat Tuesdayo Party

We'll have the games (_John and Jackie Donehoo  of the Cross are events Jesus' life starting with the trial before
coordinating those) Pilate and ending with his body being removed from the
Ash Wednesday service with the imposition of cross. This series will end during Holy Week, finishing on Good
Friday.

ashes (7pm)
During Lent the Wednesday Night Studies will gather
from 7:45-8:45 or so, after the Wednesday special service.
Soup & Bread Supper: 6:30pm (look for a sign-up  There is no study after the Ash Wed service, at which all are
sheet for providing soup & bread) encouraged to leave in contemplative silence.

Lent Wednesday Soup & Service
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HCC Faith Formation

1st and 3rd Sundays
Children (11:30am -1pm)

Meet after church on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month.

Nursery is in the hands of Linda Hoemke.

Pre school, 1st and 2nd are being taught by Nancy
Hock, Akaloo are for grades 35 and is taught by
Joyce Kidder and Sara Curtis. The numbers are
growing come and join the fun.

Adult Faith Formation

Fall/Winter 2009 Video Study
Series: That the World May Know

Faith Format

ion

on 1% & 3" Sundays 11:30 -1pm

Adult Faith Formation during the fall and winter will
continue the popul ar seri
which explores the ancient world of the Bible through
video, followed by shared discussion. Each session covers
different places, history and scripture.

es

(> MMM LT L A S A e T T &) The series will cover the

Kings of Israelo

Youth Faith Formation for Fall/ _ o o _ _
Filmed on location in Israel, this unique video set brings

Winter T AlLutheran Lif &dQ Word to life with astounding relevance. You

probably know the Bible passages by heart. But now you'll
understand the meaning and significance behind them. By
weaving together the Bible's fascinating historical, cultural,

During this fall and winter our Middle School & High
School youth are exploring the topicof A Lut her an

L i f im aith Formation. This series combines Bible - _
basics with our particular traditions of worship religious and geographical contexts, teacher and

(gathering, Word, meal and sending), theology, some in historian Ray Vander Laan reveals keen insights into

depth discussion of special topics including Baptism, the Scriptures’ significance for believers in this day
Communion, and what it means to confess, confirm and age.

and claim our faith. . .. . .
There is no cost to participate in this study, and you

1st& 31d Sundays, 11:30amlpm. Led by Rose Nemecek can join any session on any Faith Formation Sunday
and Pastor Scott.

Adult Wednesday Bible Study 0 The Revelation of John

A study and discussion of what it says and what itmight mean.

Wednesday Night Bible Study with Pastor Scott

There is not a single Aright and onlyod way

1 Why is there so much dispute about the book of Revelation?  { What does it say(or NOT say) about the Tribulation
and the Rapture? 1 Is it about the past, the present, or the future?

1 What did it mean to readers back in 100AD?  What might it mean for us today?
Excitement & Drama!

Revelation is filled with hope, judgment, promise, monsters, strange visions, warnings, special codes,
the Four Horsemen, the Al pha and Omega,

Join us any Wednesday at 7:45pm during Lent

t

t
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Thanks Carrie

Most of you know that Carrie Wygmans has come to the end
of her call at Hope Community. We did not get to see her
much in the last few months, her time was spent at Body Of
Christ. Carrie did a lot for our church, much of it went unseen.
Did you know that | would not be writing this news letter if it
werenbét for her? Carrie bro
ment which showed us where some of our weak points were
and helped to correct them. She was able to get many other
churches to support our development. Carrie was also great
at getting people to leave their comfort zone. She did much
more to help our church and for all of this we thank her.
Thank you _Carrie for giving, good luck and visit us often.

-Mar 2010 to
Center

Jingle Offering Jan
Leandr ads
World Hunger

The first $32 of every month is dedicated to the children
of Leandrads Center in the
newsl etter articles about
Offerings above that during Oct/Nov/Dec will be donated
to Lutheran World Hunger. Each quarter we support a
local, regional, national or international organization,
helping us remember how we are part of the larger world
and the larger church of all believers. We welcome your
suggestions. Here is our current sequence of beneficiar-
ies:

1Q (Jan-Mar) Lutheran World Hunger

2Q (Apr-June) Living Water Ministries (camping and
outdoor ministry of ELCA in Michigan)

3Q (July-Sept) Alpha Family Center

4Q (Oct-Dec) Lutheran Disaster Relief (which focuses on
the United States)

and

/j\

— -

The Paint!

Thanks to all of you who donated paint and
other donation to the family that | work for.

It was a great surprise to her and her girls
and will make their home look much better.

Thanks again.

Deb Z.

Church Council;

We thank all the people who are on the church
council, a specialthank you to Ann Huizenga and
Scott Spencer for having served on the Church
Council for many years. THANK YOU ALL !

Congratulation to Lisa Posthumus and Scott Monroe

u g #edhey Wil nqug ipiry the, ghurchgoupal.,

Devel or

Alpha Family Center

Do you have lightly used clothing that your
children have grown out of ? Need a place
for them? The Alpha Family Center could
use them. The Center is also in need of
he brab(}‘fcﬂ)d and formula. For more
information contact Sara Curtis at

616-984- 2129 or
can publ i c see Sept
a6 ”@'EW‘#GECQUﬁUy@aQA‘Fom Jingl
She will see that the center receives your
items

Ink Cartridges Collection - Credit for

Hopebs Office
Do you have a computer printer at home or the office”
What do you do with your empty ink and toner
cartridgesVould you give them to us to recycle?
If you do, Office Max will then give Hope $3Max-
Perks rewards for every visibly undamadge, Dell,
Lexmark, Brother, Epson, Samsung, Kodak, Sharp
or Canonink or toner cartridges we bring in for
recycingWe can earn up to $6
cartridges) that we can use toward paper, inks and
anything else that we might be able to find at Office-
Max.

C

-

That s money saved that
tries. Weol |l have a box
tridges.

Thanks from Michele & Pastor Scott
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Yes Easter is on its way and the Outreach Committee is going
to have aFAT TUESDAY PARTY. It will be the
Tuesday before Ash Wednesday,

February 16th at 6:00pm. Join in the fun with the
pot luck , White Elephant Bingo and Crazy Cards.

What is White Elephant Bingo you say?

You find a treasure at home (something
that is to good to throw away and you
dondét want any mor e)
pretty. For each item you bring in you

will get a bingo card. When you win you

get to pick a white elephant of the table

or steal one from someone else. Lots of
fun and |l ots of | aughs. Donédt

s 5o 2t

IlIBabies on the way!!!

There are two babies that are expected to arrive at our church.
To help celebrate, we are throwing the two expecting couples
(Jesse and Rose Nemecek, and Annette and Richard Bell) a

BABY SHOWER

The shower will be

February 28th after church

All are invited ( men included) _to join in on the fun and food.
Hope to see you all there!!!

~

Gﬂig \@z"% RS 9‘4.: VG*{A E}a

Next Blood Drive o
March 27th
9am to 1pm

Mark your calendars and let everyone you meet know.
Blood saves lives!

Thirteen pints of blood were collected at the January
Blood drive. Great Job!! Keep on Giving!!

People we are

Praying for

Healing, Hope and Faith

. Joyce for

medical and personal needs; Aaron, Sara Z ,who is having;
Rose who has inflamed ribs; Julie who is on bed rest in her
pregnancy; Margaret who is recuperating from brain
surgery; Zach, who is recovering from surgery; Jesse

waiting

test

resul ts; the heal

Wyed Rd withtleukdrifia; Ambed dhd By Jasmine: baby

Robert Bernic

Dr ew; Bob; Dave;
in | aw, Paul a,
Jami e; Jessicabds

recovering fron
pregnancy;

daughter Sherri; Emma, 15 year recovering from cancer
her br annlawkreke botha r r i
ankles and his wife Jacque, who has to take care of him

until he heals

misssgety!in

Safety: pougos tri
Wisdom and Guidance for:

p

wor ker s

in

Hai t i ;

to Hawai i
relief
Mi ke ; Jesse

John and all those who are looking for good jobs; our
teachers and school officials who are trying to work on
budget i ssues;
has job a opportunity, pray for doors to be open for him;
Body of Christ as they go through their last worship service;
David on his ordination (congratulation); Carrie as she
moves on to her next call

Zach;

Peace, Strength and Comfort:

Jimbébs br

people

of Haiti ; Sam at the lose of her father; Tim at the lose of his
grandmother and
Hospice care; the engineer on a train that hit and killed a
pedestrian; Jeff, who died in a car accident, his wife and

children

Thanks and Blessings

great uncl es;

. Thanks for Martin

Luther , who taught us grace and gave us the Lutheran tra-
ditions; Karrie Monroe and Kim who painted the social hall
and all those that helped them; Karrie for taking down the
Christmas tree; for Sister Nancy Brousseau sharing a
message with us; good news that Gwen Donehoo pregnancy
is going well; Saturday night service with the Methodist
church; new council people

Our Community and World:

our prayer

partners, Feast of Victory of Acme, Mich.; Emmanuel

Lut her an

Chur ch

n

Al l egan,
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February servers

February 7 February 14 February 21 February 28
Greeters West Monroe Hoemke Hock
Usher Scott Monroe Ron Williams Scott Spencer Jim VanEss

Prayer of the Day

Maddie West

John Donehoo

Larry Zandstra

Denny Hoemke

Prayer of the

Joyce Kidder

Denny Hoemke

Randy Posthumus

John Donehoo

Church

Lay Reader MaryGray Barrett |Lisa Posthumus Nancy Spykerman Tim Garton
Acolyte Bailey Barrett Oliva Hock Jesse Schultz Josh Peterson
Communion Nancy Hock Scott Spencer

Assistant

Coffee and MaryGray & Bailey

Cookies Barrett

Flowers

Volunteers; Please find a replacement to do your job if you are not able to make the day that you
signed up for. Not on the list look for the sign up sheets in the entrance. And add your name or

call Nancy Spykerman Thanks.

LR L L CL L Ll

Dates to Remember

Feb. 16 - Fat Tuesday party
Feb. 17 Ash Wednesday
Feb.24th Lenten Supper begin
Feb. 28 -Baby Shower

April 4- Easter Breakfast

May 14-15- Yard Sale

June 13th -Church Picnic

Family Bowling

is FAMILY BOWLING

Get out your bowling balls and shoes. Yes once again it
time. April 25th  we are

c ome

j oin

on the

meeting for lunch at the Corner Bar at 12:00 ﬂ“
thenat 1:00 pm meet at the Rockford y /
Lanes for 2 fun games of bowling . '" \'51 |
The cost of each game, shoes and the ball is only $5.

Invite friends and neighbors, people in the street to v J

fun! !




February

2010

Volume 34

Paged

2:00pm youth sledding




