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Hop
eüs 

Happenings  

0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ ,ÅÔÔÅÒ  

Somehow I got the impression that January was 

ÓÕÐÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÎÉÃÅȟ ÃÁÌÍȟ ȰÓÌÏ× ÍÏÎÔÈȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ 

Not sure where I picked up that great misconcep-

ÔÉÏÎȦ   )Ô ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÉÓÎȭÔ Á ÓÌÏ× ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÅȟ ÏÒ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȢ 

It is an exciting time, to be sure, though that might depend 

ÏÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅȢ    7ÅȭÖÅ ÆÉÎÉÓÈÅÄ ÏÎÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ 

starting another, and that means some administrative 

things like end-of-year reports for the congregation and 

%,#!Ȣ  "ÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË×ÁÒÄÓȢ  .ÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙȟ 

but not really where I want to spend my time and atten-

tion. 

Spin it around and realize that this month we also 

are working to kick off a new Youth Group ministry time 

(2nd and 4th Sundays at 6:30pm) and all that goes into          

getting that started.  And we have our Celebration of           

Ministry on Jan 29.   That looks backward, but the real   

focus is on looking forward.   To me, it is important to try 

and make it engaging and meaningful - it is one of the few 

times that we have the whole body of Hope together           

talking, thinking, praying and exploring what we think 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÌÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÉÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ  

ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ   4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ 

our Hope Leadership Retreat the prior day (Jan 22), a time 

for our council and some other leaders to get away from 

the normal monthly issues and have fun, learn more about 

ourselves as leaders and a bit of training, more about our 

faith, and look at some big picture topics including goals, 

mission, challenges, priorities, etc.   And there is some 

other background work going on to see if we can start a 

ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔ -ÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÆÏÒ (ÏÐÅȢ  !ÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÙÎÏÄ ÈÏÓÔÓ 

the annual Winter Leadership Retreat for a few days, in-

cluding workshops and conversations, special worship, etc.  

And then, at least for this year, Lent starts early- so             

working to get plans for that lined up for the end of              

February 

It is a great fun time.   It is NOT, however, a slow 

month.  It is a fun, exciting time of working with many of 

you, and many folks outside of Hope.  I love it!  I thank you 

all for all you do, for all your ideas and contributions of 

time and talent, and for your words of encouragement.   

And I thank you and give thanks for you for every act of 

service and care for others as you serve in your own              

special ministries here at Hope, helping others grow in 

faith and confidence that they do not walk this path of life 

alone.    

Pastor Scott  

/ÕÒ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ -ÉÒÔÈȣ 

 
(Copyright Gospel Communications International, Inc - 

www.reverendfun.com Used with permission)  
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LSSM hosts mobile dental clinic                      

for refugee children  

By Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Gifts, Lutheran Social 

Services of Michigan 

 It was a busy day on Dec. 19, 2011, when the 

Grand Rapids office of Lutheran Social Services of 

-ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ Á ÍÏÂÉÌÅ Ȱ3ÍÉÌÅȱ ÄÅÎÔÁÌ ÃÌÉÎÉÃ ÆÏÒ συ 

refugee children. A portable examination chair and  

dental equipment were set up in the Refugee Services 

office.  

 Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎÙ ËÉÄÓ 

who have never even seen a dentist yet, and probably 

×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÑÕÉÔÅ Á ×ÈÉÌÅȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ $ÁÎÁ $ÏÌÌȟ ÒÅÆÕÇÅÅ 

services caseworker.  

 The clinic was run by a dentist and a team of  

hygienists from Smile Programs mobile dentists 

(http://www.mobiledentists.com/). Karyn Detmer, 

Grand Rapids medical coordinator for LSSM Refugee 

Services, worked with two interns to organize the 

event. Refugee Services staff members worked all day 

coordinating the dental clinic and providing                          

transportation for the families. An interpreter was  

hired to help explain to the children and their parents 

what was going on.  

 Ȱ/Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ Á ÆÅ× ÔÅÁÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÈÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ×Å 

ÓÁ× ÈÁÐÐÙ ÆÁÃÅÓȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ $ÅÔÍÅÒȢ /ÎÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ 

ÔÈÅ ȰÓÔÏÒÅȱ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÓÅÔ ÕÐ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ 

could pick out donated toys, warm clothes, boots and 

coats before they left.  

 Ȱ7Å ÐÌÁÎ ÏÎ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ Ô×ÉÃÅ Á ÙÅÁÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÎÏ× ÏÎ 

when school is out, during winter break and in the               

ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ $ÅÔÍÅÒȢ Ȱ!ÌÌ ÉÎ ÁÌÌȟ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ 

very happy with the results and have recommended 

ÔÈÉÓ ÄÅÎÔÁÌ ÃÌÉÎÉÃ ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÆÕÇÅÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȢȱ 

 We are providing this health service, and the 

warm clothing, to ensure the well-being of refugee chil-

dren who badly need our help. If you would like to                     

donate warm winter clothes, boots, coats, hats, gloves 

and scarves for our refugees, please contact Dana Doll 

at ddoll@lssm.org or 616-356-1934. 

&ÏÒ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȭ ÆÒÅÅ ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ Å-newsletter, Epis-

tle, register at www.lssm.org.  

Our Spiritual Life  
Walter Trobisch wrote a delightful, but brief volume, 
Ȱ-ÁÒÔÉÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒȭÓ 1ÕÉÅÔ 4ÉÍÅȱ ÉÎ ρωχυȢ    The text is based on 
a letter Martin Luther wrote, to his barber Peter                          
"ÅÓËÅÎÄÏÒÆȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÁÓËÅÄ ÈÉÍ Ȱ(Ï× ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÐÒÁÙȩȱȢ  )Î 
Part 1 Martin humbly mentions that he can only share how 
he himself prays, and that dedication and concentration are 
important - in prayer, as in being a good barber.  In Part 2 
Martin shared about the importance of praying first thing in 
ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȟ ÌÁÓÔ ÁÔ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÆÏÏÌÉÎÇ ÏÕÒȤ
ÓÅÌÖÅÓ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÅÌÓÅ ÉÓ ȰÍÏÒÅ                          
ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȱ  )Î 0ÁÒÔ σ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÌËÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÈÏ× ÈÅ ÐÒÁÙÓ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÍÅÎÔÓȢ  0ÁÒÔ τ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ ÓÁÙÓ ȰÄÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÁÍÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 0ÒÁÙÅÒȱ ɀ walk through it ɀ and 
the Apostles Creed, step by step.  Today I share part 5 

(REPRINT PERMISSION OBTAINED from Quiet Waters               
Publications)                                                                                                

Part 5 

At one point, however, Luther interrupts his explanation 
and shares with his counselee the following experience: 
 
It often happens that I lose myself in such rich thoughts 
[literally, "that my thoughts go for a walk"] in one              
petition of the Lord's Prayer and then I let all other six 
petitions go. When such rich good thoughts come, one 
should let the other prayers go and give room to these 
thoughts, listen to them in silence and by no means 
suppress them. For here the Holy Spirit himself is 
preaching and one word of His sermon is better than 
thousands of our own prayers. Therefore I have often 
learned more in one prayer than I could have obtained 
from much reading and thinking.  
 
Thus we see that to Luther praying does not mean just  
talking. It also means being silent and listening. To him 
prayer is not a one-way road. It works both ways. Not only 
is he talking to God, but God is talking to him - and the             
latter is the most important part of prayer. 
 
This is exactly what we should expect to happen in our            
Bible study - that God talks to us. Bible study is prayer. 
Therefore what Luther says about prayer can be applied to 
our Bible study and provide us with a tremendously helpful 
method for making a Bible passage meaningful to our          
personal life. The suggestion is to proceed verse by verse 
and make out of each verse a garland of four twisted 
strands. 
 
By changing the order a bit and putting that which God    
requires at the end, many Christians are enriched in their 
quiet time by asking themselves these four questions about 
a text: 
 
1. What am I grateful for? (Thanksgiving) 
2. What do I regret? (Confession) 
3. What should I ask for? (Prayer concerns) 
4. What shall I do? (Action)  
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Hope Community Church - 2011 Year End Financial Summary        

  (unaudited)         

      YTD Actual  YTD Plan  Difference 

Offerings and Income          

  General Offerings by Consecration Sunday pledge households $71,754 $68,120 $3,634 

      * 11 pledged households gave at or above 100% of their pledge       

      * 14 pledged households gave below 100% of their pledge       

  Offerings by existing non-pledging households   $3,453 $8,160 -$4,707 

  "Loose Plate" Offerings (visitors, new members, friends, etc) $14,466 $5,500 $8,966 

  Other non-contribution income (fundraisers, facility use, etc)   $2,544 $1,500 $1,044 

  Total General Fund (not incl charity, capital/building, etc) $92,217 $83,280 $8,937 

  Mission Support received (ELCA, Synod & Mission Partners)  $33,821 $31,500 $2,321 

Total Financial Resources Received for Operation of Ministry  $126,038 $114,780 $11,258 

            

Ministry Expenses          

  Operating expenses over or (under) plan (not incl major capital items) $115,408 $114,385 $1,023 

  Synod and ELCA Mission Support given (10% of general offerings) $9,334 $7,821 $1,513 

Total Expenses and Mission Support Given    $124,742 $122,206 $2,536 

            

Charity & Special Collections    $2,263     

  Pastor's Discretionary Fund   $440     

  Jingle (for Casa Leandra and other recipients)   $784     

  Other special collections (disaster relief, etc)   $1,039     

            

Major Capital/Building Gifts and Expenses          

  Gifts Received (parking lot, furnace fund, etc)   $952     

  Expenses (parking lot completion/payoff, new siding, furnace /AC) $6,956     

            

Balances    End of Year  Start of 

Year 

Change  

  Reserve Fund (** parking lot & lights were paid off from this account) $6,170 $10,694 -$4,524 

  General Fund (net, after outstanding checks, etc)   $9,719 $7,678 $2,041 

  SCRIP account   $450 $235 $215 

  Pastor's Discretionary Fund   $450 $571 -$121 

            

  Mortgage Debt   $199,998 $207,727 -$7,729 

  Parking Lot Debt   $0 $3,825 -$3,825 

  Furnace Fund Debt   $0 $440 -$440 

Notes:          

  1) Overall giving by pledged families was 105.4% of Consecration Sunday pledges made 

  2) Parking lot and furnace/AC debt were paid off entirely in February 2012     

  3) Synod and ELCA Mission support given was higher than planned due to general offerings being higher 



February  2012                    Volume      58             Page      4               

 

Refinancing  Rate Reduction Approved ɂ                                   
Hope Saves Money! 

Your congregation council endeavors to be good 

stewards with your contributions and our                 

mission support from all our benefactors.  At the 

end of December we identified the opportunity to 

apply for a fast and simple mortgage rate                 

refinance through our mortgage holder Thrivent 

Financial  for Lutherans.  Our application               

received, evaluated and accepted and our new 

rate of 4.875 will be effective at the beginning of 

March, saving us approximately $125 a month, 

every month, for the remainder of the loan. The 

term of the loan didnõt change, just the rate and 

the monthly payment. Hope paid a one -time             

refinance fee from the savings held in our           

Reserve Fund, and we desire to  replenish that 

withdrawal as quickly as possible.  

Welcome Mary McGuire as                                         

Financial Secretary  

ɉ!ÎÄ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ Á &ÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȩ                  

Treasurer?  Bookkeeper?)  

Please welcome Mary McGuire as our new Financial             

Secretary, one of the official positions on our                     

Congregation Council.   We thank Nancy Hock, who 

served in that position for 2 years until the end of her 

ÔÅÒÍ ÏÎ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌȢ  .ÁÎÃÙȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ ÈÅÌÐ ÉÓ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅÄ 

(particularly by Mary!). 

The Financial Secretary  oversees and coordinates      

financial activities associated with contributions and   

giving such as counting the Sunday offerings, preparing 

various reports and quarterly contribution statements, 

helps plan our annual Consecration Sunday campaign 

and similar efforts.   

Our Treasurer  (Denny Hoemke) serves on the flip side - 

being responsible for overseeing the flow of funds going 

out, such as keeping the checkbooks, paying bills and 

taxes, prepares other reports, etc 

Together the Treasurer and Financial Secretary also 

work with our Bookkeeper (Michele Julien) who gathers 

data from both, enters much of it into our church                

management software, prepares monthly reports,                      

reconciles the checkbook and account balances, etc. 

  Choir News 

Choir is starting up again for the winter 

and spring months. We will meet at 

10:00 am on  Saturdays  starting in February and will 

switch to Wednesday nights after the Lenten services 

once Lent begins.  

3ÔÁÙ ÔÕÎÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄȭÓ ÃÈÏÉÒȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ 

still looking for a time. 

It is our goal to have the choir sing every other week 

until summer. Then we would like to have solos and 

small group special music until fall. See Randy or Lisa 

Posthumus if you would like to do a solo, duet, trio, etc. 

We would be happy to help you pick a number and help 

you prepare! Maybe YOU should give choir a try! 

Council News 

January  welcomed our newest member, Lisa 

Parker, to council. Linda Hoemke also returned             

to council beginning the first year of her second 

three year term. 2012 officer elections were held 

with the following results: 

President: Lisa Posthumus 

Vice President: Rich Bell 

Financial Secretary: Mary Maguire 

Secretary: Linda Hoemke 

On January 28th the council members, pastor, and 

other church leaders met at a local Belding ranch 

for the annual Leadership Retreat. The retreat  

offers a time of renewal for our leaders as well as 

some discussion of the year to come. The retreat  

is normally held off site in a more relaxing                                     

environment giving everyone an opportunity to 

let go and reflect on where God is leading Hope. 

Lisa Posthumus 
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!Wednesday Night Studies - Luther and the Reformation  

The Wed Night Study group  has moved from Luther, his life and times to exploration of the Small Catechism 

ɉȰÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȱ ÆÒÏÍ ,ÁÔÉÎɊ ÔÈÁÔ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ ×ÒÏÔÅȢ   7Å ÁÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ Á ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÙ ÑÕÉÃË ÅØÐÌÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ρπ                      

Commandments, Apostles Creed (where did it come from, why, what does it mean?), Baptism, Communion, etc.  

Join us Wednesdays 7:00-8:00.   This series would be a really good review or primer for something like 

Ȱ#ÏÎÆÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ !ÄÕÌÔÓȢȱ   )ȭÌÌ ÅÖÅÎ ÐÕÌÌ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ &ÉÎË -ÁÎÉÁ 1ÕÉÚ "Ï×Ì 0ÒÉÚÅ "ÏØ ×Å ÕÓÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓȦ 

Faith Formation ɂ Every Sunday following worship  

Adult Faith Formation  

The adult group is continuing the study  of the Book of              
Romans. 

Jr Hi Faith Formation  

*ÒȢ (É ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÔÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓȟ ÔÈÉÓ 
group is lead  by Pastor Scott and Nancy Hock. 

Sr Hi Faith Formation  

Sr Hi team is working on  ñLIVEò a series of discussions and  

studies. Rose Nemecek is leading, with Shannan Wilson and 

Lisa Parker assisting. 

K- 5th Faith Formation  Is lead by Joyce    

Kidder and Sara Curtis. They are having a lot of fun  

studying the Fruits of the Spirit  and Seasonal subjects. 

Come and join them. 

Youth Group Sunday Nights  

Starting Feb 5, our JrHi/SrHi youth will be gathering on                                   

2nd and 4th Sunday nights at 6:30pm for a variety of activities,                               

discussions, fun games, service, and more.   The group may                      

occasionally gather at Hope, but will often meet in a home or            

perhaps a  different   location.   The Jr and Sr high youth will             

ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÍÅÅÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȟ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÏÎ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÓÐÌÉÔ ÁÐÁÒÔ ÆÏÒ                        

separate  conversations and activities.   

Watch emails, bulletins and such for more details and schedule of 

locations and themes.   

And a great Thank You! to all parents and others that are helping 

make this happen for our kids. 

VBS-Help, Help 

This year we are combining some old VBS 

programs that we have and are making our  

own ROUND THE WORLD  VBS program.  We 

Need your help.   

People will be needed to work on Bible  

studies, decorations, food, crafts, games and 

lots more. 

We are having our first planning meeting 

FEBRUARY 15ɂ6:30.  Come and 

join the fun!!  
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Lent Comes Early in 2012  

Fat Tuesday and Ash Wed in late February!  

Last year Lent and Holy Week came late.  This 
year it comes early.  That might sound                           
ÃÏÍÐÌÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ Á ÂÉÔ ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÏËȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 
it is.  Easter as the first Sunday after the full moon 
(the Paschal Full Moon) following the northern 
hemisphere's vernal equinox.  Yup.  Complicated.  
It can fall anywhere from March 22 to April 25.  
Once the date for Easter is determined for the 
year, then we back up from there - the week prior 
is Holy Week, and then the other 5 weeks of Lent, 
which is started with Ash Wednesday before that 
(Feb 22 this year).  The great Fat Tuesday party 
ÄÁÙ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ,ÅÎÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÏÃÃÕÒÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ - so 
Feb 21 of this year. 

3Ïȣ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈ ×ÅȭÌÌ ËÉÃË ÏÆÆ ,ÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒȟ    

     Fat Tuesday Party and Games (Feb 21 6pm)                       
Ash Wednesday Worship (Feb 22, 7pm)  

During the other Wednesdays in Lent (during 
-ÁÒÃÈɊ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÇÁÔÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ Á ÌÉÇÈÔ ÍÅÁÌ ÁÔ φȡρυ                  
followed by a worship/discussion service at 7pm.  
Look for details in the March newsletter. 

Seder Meal at Hope - April 5  

Last year we welcomed a guest speaker from Jews 
ÆÏÒ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÈÏ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÓÓÏÖÅÒȱ 
and gave a presentation of a traditional Jewish Seder 
(Passover) meal. 

This year we will gather to celebrate this meal our-
selves on Maundy Thursday, April 5 (Thursday of 
Holy Week).    This is a wonderful experience of             
history, ritual, fellowship and worship, and we invite 
you to join us. 

Given that this is a bit elaborate and takes special 
ÐÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ɉÎÏȟ ÉÔ ÉÓÎȭÔ Á ÐÏÔ-luck) we will be asking 
folks to sign up in advance and for some to accept 
special roles as table leaders and other participants 
in the evenings.  Look for more information and 
signup details in the March newsletter. 

Ȱ7Å (ÁÖÅ ςπ 3ÅÃÏÎÄÓȱ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ  -                     

for ALL 

Our Synod is hosting a special workshop titled             

Ȱ7Å (ÁÖÅ ςπ 3ÅÃÏÎÄÓȱ on the morning of                                   

Saturday, Feb 18.   

     Carla Kocher, BA, MPA comes to St. Paul                     

Lutheran Church in Greenville, MI. will lead this             

2 hour workshop providing practical, positive 

suggestions to help any church make the 

ÂÅÓÔ ȰÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȱ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÏÎ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ 

and guests.   

     In addition, to those first 20 Seconds, Carla                

will  provide tips on increasing your visibility  

within the  community and on your website.                 

Making each visit  a church experience that                 

people will want to share again and again will                          

help you turn visitors into  members.   

     This 120 minute seminar is designed for                                          

congregational members who are interested in                  

welcoming, worship, and spreading the Good                  

News.   The Seminar starts at 9:30 am with                              

registration and refreshments at 9:00 am.  There            

will be a Free Will Offering taken to help defray                   

expenses.   

     Preregistration not necessary but they would 

like a count of those attending.  Contact Pastor 

3ÃÏÔÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÁÔÔÅÎÄȢ  (ÅȭÌÌ ÃÏÍÐÉÌÅ Á ÌÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ 

ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÏ 3Ô 0ÁÕÌȭÓȢ   7Å ÃÁÎ ÃÁÒÐÏÏÌ ÆÒÏÍ 

Hope.     

Baptism and Basics, Anyone? 

We have another request for baptism, and Pastor 

Scott will soon schedule sessions for discussion 

ÁÎÄ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍÁÌ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ Á ÂÉÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 

story, our stories, Bible, history, the sacraments 

and more.  Do you, too, perhaps hear the call to 

follow Christ by publicly proclaiming Christ your 

,ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ +ÉÎÇȩ   /Ò ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÃÁÒÅ ÔÏ ÊÕÓÔ 

explore what this baptism thing is and some of 

the basics of the faith, no  pressure and no              

commitment needed.   Join us!   The more the                   

merrier, and the more we all grow in faith.    



February  2012                    Volume      58             Page      7               

 

People we are Praying for   

 

Healing, Hope and Faith ; Rolandɂkidney cancer, 

Larry- Á ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ÏÆ 2ÉÃÈ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÃÁÎÃÅÒȟ ,ÉÓÁȭÓ 'ÒÁÎÄȤ

ÍÏÔÈÅÒ $ÅÂÂÉÅȟ *ÕÄÙȭÓ ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ σ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÃÁÎÃÅÒÓȟ 

.ÁÎÃÙȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ-in-law with a broken ankle, Connie Swix 

who is having minor surgery, Wendy having Medical test, 

Sara C who is ill and has job concerns, Jamie-has cancer, 

Claire, RC & DEE, Tutie, Cindy, Wendy, Sara, Donna and 

her mother Genevieve, Roland, Don, Sharon. 

Guidance, Strength and Wisdom and Safety:  . 

Donna who is caring for Debbie, our Bishop and staff, 

Pastor Swix and family, new church council, All of our 

collage students who are back at schoolɀ that they have a 

safe and healthy school year, Brad, David, Zeke and               

ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ #ÈÕÃËȟ "ÅÃËÙȭÓ ÓÉÓÔÅÒ ÓÔÏÒÅ ɉφ $ÅÇÒÅÅÓɀ mission 

for homeless in Benton Harbor). 

Peace and Comfort:   

Thanks and  Blessing:  Pastor Scott and family. 

$ÏÎȭÓ χτÔÈ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙȟ υÔÈ ÁÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÙ ÏÆ $ÏÎȭÓ ÈÅÁÒÔ              

ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ +ÉÄÄÅÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ "ÅÃËÙȭÓ 

ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÁÔ ÈÅÒ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÓÔÏÒÅ ȟφ $ÅÇÒÅÅÓȟ  ,ÏÒÉǪ 

Katelyn-Reunion of families for holidays. 

Our Congregation and Community : our prayer 

partnersɀ Peace Lutheran Church in Sparta, Peace LC.-in 

South Heaven, Leadership Retreat, Celebration of                        

Ministry, up coming events at Hope. 

For Safety:   

 ÚÚAbout the Youth Trip ÚÚ 

REVOLUTION! Was the word and theme of the week that was 

buzzing downtown Lansing while over 400 teens communed at 

The Gathering. Five of own Sr. High, Megan Monroe, Nick            

Peterson, Zac Swix, Josh Swix, and  Anna Wilson were a part 

of this amazing group who    worshiped God and grew in faith 

over the three day event. The teens heard the word from Pastor 

Reggie Hansome whose main message was ñGod has a grip on 

you!ò 

Along with Pastor Reggie in small groups the youth covered five 

topics: God wants you, empowered to revolt, inspired to revolt, 

created to revolt and challenged to  revolt. The basic message 

is that Jesus ñrevoltedò against the way things were for Godôs 

purpose and we are  challenging our own youth to do the same. 

Other events during the week included was: Music from The 

Spark and Jetty Rae, skills shops (stump the bishop, discussion 

of relationships, self-defense, plus more), penny offering 

(Juniors won, all proceeds goes towards next year  Gathering 

Scholarships) recreational time and a service project. 

Our group serviced the City Rescue Mission of Lansing by                               

organizing and sorting their food pantry. 

Hear from the Sr. High! Here are their thoughts about The                          

Gathering:  

ñAt The Gathering we helped homeless people. We sorted food 

at the food bank for our service project, and got in the newspa-

per.ò - Josh Swix 

 

ñI really enjoyed doing the service project. It really felt nice to do 

something for the less fortunate. I also enjoyed listening to  

Pastor Reggie. He spoke from past experience and loads of 

passion.ò ï Anna Wilson 

 

ñThe Gathering was a great was to meet new people and praise 

God. We went on a service project where we helped sort food 

for the homeless people. It made me realize how fortunate I am 

to have a  loving family.ò ï Zac Swix 

 

Thanks to EVERYONE who supported and contributed to   

making The Gathering a successful event. 
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Scrip news 

CPR and First Aid classes 

The CPR and First Aid class will be    Saturday Febru-

ary 25th. Class time is 10am to 1 -1:30pm with the 

cost of $10per person. Money is payable the day of the 

class. Class are held at Hope Community Church 7000 

Myers Lade RD. 

Invite friends, cousins, neighbors, co-workers and    

family. For sign up and any questions call                              

Mary Mc Guire at 616-329-1805. 

Kaci Reynolds         3                    

Jackie Donehoo        5                       

Lisa Posthumus       8                     

Kerry Waldroup      8                     

Joshua Peterson       9                   

Scott Parker            11                 

Jack Gistinger       12                      

Hanna Eadeh       19                        

Misty Pack               21                        

Larry Zandstra      22 

,ÏÇÁÎȭÓ ÒÏÁÄ (ÏÕÓÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ 

the list of  places taking Scrip!!! 

Meijer now has $50 gift cards available 

through Scrip as well as 25 and 100.  

Our next Scrip  Sunday is Sunday,                  

February 12 ,  2012   by  9 pm.  Always 

the second Sunday of the month. Also, 

you can order some cards through              

scripnow and print them from your               

computer. It's very easy to order               

Scrip, just ask me how!  

 

Mary McGuire    at     616-329-1805 

Wantedɂɂ- 

The church is in need of a small 

steam cleaner for the bathroom 

and kitchen floors.    

IF you would like to donate one or 

have one that can be borrowed 

please contact Joyce Kidder at                      

616-363-4574. 
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Volunteers;  Please find a replacement to do your job if you are not able to make the day that you signed up for.  Not 

on the list, look for the sign up sheets at the back of church and add  your name or  talk to Annette Bell. Thanks. 

February Servers 

 February   5  February   12  February    19 February     26  

Greeters -ÏÎÒÏÅȭÓ Hock family Annette Bell :ÁÎÄÓÔÒÁȭÓ  

Usher Scott Monroe Jim VanEss Rich Bell Scott Spencer  

Prayer of the 

Day 

John Donehoo Denny Hoemke Rose Nemecek Larry Zandstra  

Prayer of the 

Church 

Joyce Kidder John Donehoo Denny Hoemke Randy Posthumus  

Lay Reader Lisa Posthumus Randy Posthumus Nancy Spykerman Scott Parker  

Acolyte  Andi Reynolds Oliva Hock Josh Peterson Andi Reynolds  

Communion          

Assistant  

Linda Hoemke  Nancy Spykerman   

Coffee and      

Cookies 

-ÏÎÒÏÅȭÓ Nancy Hock Annette Bell   

Nursery       

AV 

 

     

Calendar of Events 

Every Week & Every Month  

Sun.       Worship                                          9:30am  

Sun.       Faith Formation                       11am-12:15pm 

Wed.     Bible Study w/Pastor               7:00-8:00pm 

Sun.       Praise Team                                 9:15am 

Tues.      TOPS                                              6pm 

2nd Mon.  Congregation Council              7pm 

2nd Thur.   Prayer & Spiritual Direction         1pm 

2nd Sat.    Ladies Brunch/Lunch  

3rd Mon.  Worship Team                           7pm 

2nd & 4th Sundays - Youth Group           6:30pm 

February  

10 Ladies Brunch/Lunch 

18 Ȱςπ 3ÅÃÏÎÄÓȱ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ɉͽ3ÔȢ 0ÁÕÌ 'ÒÅÅÎÖÉÌÌÅɊ 

21 Fat Tuesday Party & Games              6pm 

22 Ash Wednesday Service w/Ashes       7pm 

25 First Aid/CPR Training Seminar          

29 Lenten Supper & Worship         6:30/7pm 

March  

7 Lenten Supper & Worship         6:30/7pm 

11 Ladies Brunch/Lunch 

14 Lenten Supper & Worship         6:30/7pm 

21 Lenten Supper & Worship         6:30/7pm 

28 Lenten Supper & Worship         6:30/7pm     

? JrHi Retreat 

?  Healing/Prayer Service 
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Just  Reminder 

Our kitchen clean up 

crew is you. So if you 

must make a mess, in 

the  kitchen, please    

unless your mess. we 

thank those that do 

help clean up. 

Adverse Weather Closings  

Whether rain, snow, sleet or shine Hope             
Community Church normally expects to gather 
for worship.  However, if particularly unsafe 
weather conditions require Hope to cancel 
worship services or other events we will                
endeavor to inform folks via TV, internet and 
phone.  Hope will publicly announce the                    
cancellation via: HCC_All email, Wood TV 
(channel 8, www.woodtv.com) and WCSG            
Radio 91.3FM Closing Connection (http://
wcsg.org) 

Jingle OfferingɂJan. to March : Casa               
Leandra and Lutheran Disaster Relief  

The first $32 of every month is dedicated to 
ÔÈÅ  ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÏÆ ,ÅÁÎÄÒÁȭÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ                       
Dominican Republic. All Jingle Offerings above 
that during  Jan-Feb-Mar will be donated to 
Lutheran World Hunger.  Each quarter we  
support a local,  regional, national or                        
international organization, helping us                       
remember how we are part of the  larger world 
and the larger church of all  believers.   We 
welcome your suggestions. Here is our current 
sequence of beneficiaries: 

1Q (Jan-Mar) Lutheran World Hunger 

2Q (Apr-June) Living Water Ministries 
(camping and outdoor ministry of ELCA in 
Michigan, supporting places like Stony Lake 
Camp where our youth go  during the summer) 

3Q (July-Sept) Alpha Family Center  

4Q (Oct-Dec) Lutheran Disaster Relief (which 
focuses on the United States) 

 

Number changeɂ- 

Please note that Mary and Jeff 

McGuire have a new phone                     

numberɂ-616-329-1805 

Celebration of Ministry Jan 29  

How has God walked with us this past year, and 

where is God calling us to?   It has been a most ex-

ÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÉÎÄÅÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ ÓÅÅÎ 'ÏÄ 

has done marvelous things.   Join us after worship 

on Jan 29 for a celebration of ministry with a                  

typical potluck, some review, and another new               

activity or two for us to consider God working in 

our lives and at Hope. 
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Phone: 616-874-4673 (HOPE) 

E-mail: office@hoperockford.org 

Website: www.hoperockford.org 

 

                Contacts 

     Pastorɂɂɂɀɂɂɂɀ Scott Swix 

     Council President ɂɂ Lisa Posthumus 

      Outreach  ɂɂɂɂɀɂ Karrie Monroe  

     Music ɂɂɂɂɀɂɂ-- Randy Posthumus 

      HS youth ɂɂɀɂɂɂRose Nemecek &  

         Shannan   Wilson   

      MS youthɂɂ  Pastor Scott  & Nancy Hock     

      Children ɂɀ--Joyce Kidder , Sara Curtis  &

       Joanne Reynolds                                

     Scrip Coordinator ɂɂMary McGuire  

     TOPS ɂɂɂɂɂɂɂ Arlene Keller   

Hope Community Church  

7000 Myers Lake Avenue  

Rockford, Mich.  49341  

 

 

 


