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Hope
Community
Church
~ than we are. Less focused on us, and more attentive
Pastoros Let

Jan 2010.

A new year. A new decade. What will it bring
for you, or to you? How might you become different
during the next year, or the next 10?

While God loves us and accepts us as we are,
God does notleave us where we are. If we live as
disciples as we claim, then we accept that God is
constantly at work in us (even when we sometimes
resist it) and that God is calling us to become some-
thing new and making that happen within us. If we
follow Christ, we become more like Christ. That is

to Go@. /—(nd if we accept that challenge, we will also
find more peace, joy and satisfaction. And there are
concrete steps we can take along that path.

Pray about this, if you will. Come to our
Celebration of Ministry on Jan 24 and share a bit
about what God has done this year at Hope, what
you see God doing among us now, and perhaps a
thought about what Hope might be like in 10 more
years.

Pastor Scott

God 6 si tgdraavlus toward God, not just
physically, but spiritually, emotionally, and in all
ways.

If you could look forward then, in what new
way do you perhaps feel God calling you?

That iNew Yearso resol uti

character to it.

With that in mind, where might God be calling
Hope? How might we, as a congregation, be different
at the end of 2010? How might we be different in
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New Year Greetings from Bishop John of Godos faithfulness. Especial
. resources are the leanest in recent memory, our wealth is in
Schleicher the loving, trustworthy relationships the Holy Spirit continues
to fashion and nourish.
| give thanks for a blessed weekend: I do ask that you be bold to invite members of your

congregation to consider the multitude of ways the world is
blessed through faithful mission support/benevolence. Two
options for additional, year -end or New Year gifts:

| presided at the ordination of Andrew Tengwall on
December 11 at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, MN
and the following Sunday, presided at his installation as
pastor of Lutheran Church of the Savior, Kalamazoo. The
calling to be your bishop is richly graced with occasions ) , , .
like this, publically welcoming gifted people into the ministry a) Synod-wide Special Gifts will help us meet our
of Word and sacrament. It was a PHYRIORSE newARdrenexing Gongrpgaionss Living | y
and friends and to experience the radiant hopefulness of a atér Ministries, Lutheran Social Services of
congregation ready to open a newMighggnTrinity Lutgeran gemingrys ang Nichigan 7 ¢ ¢ ¢
sake of the world. o Lutheran Campus Ministry.

A blessed fall:

As your bishop, | have had many opportunities to b) Annual ELCA Vision for Mission Challenge (gifts

visit with congregations, with individual members, and with (offerings over and above normal mission support)
pastors this fall about the Ministry Policy changes adopted will mitigate the debilitating effects of the recession.
at our Church wide Assembly. Though often passionate and

intense, almost always those visits have been respectful, .
thoughtful, and mutually deepening. | expect those Make checks payable to ANorth/W
conversations will continue in the months ahead, and I truly ~ With either Synod-wide Special Gifts or ELCA Vision for
welcome that. Together with our conference deans | wantto ~ Mission Challenge on the memo line. Gifts received on or
be with you, either to celebrate or mightily struggle with the before January 31, 2010 will be recorded as revenue in this
Assembly decisions. | recently received preliminary drafts fiscal year.

for implementing these changes, for example, in the Visions

and Expectations document. You can see them (and respond

with comments) by visiting www.elca.org/ministrypolicies On behalf of your whole synod staff, Clay Bates, Julie Bailey,
and following the links. Nancy Brousseau, Regina Miller, Margie Bauer, Rebecca
Bossenbroek, and myself, | wish you every blessing for this
A blessed New Year: New Year.
This is primarily a prayer for you and a plea to you Your brother in Christ,
as you wait for Jesus to reveal himself in ever surprising
ways in your personal life, and in your life in community. Bishop John

| am not weary of being reminded or of reminding others

ELCA/UMC Joint Worship & Fellowship i Sat Jan 23 6:30pm

Share a celebration of worship and fellowship with the local Rockford United Methodists (White Pines UMC,
Rockford UMC and Courtland/ Wakefield UMC). The United
ecumeni cal partner with a national agreement in place

in worship on Sat Jan 23, 2010, 6:30pm. Location : Wolverine Worldwide YMCA (which is where White Pines UMC
normally worships) at 6555 Jupiter Avenue Northeast Belmont, Ml 49306 .

The worship service is planned to be rather light-hearted and interactive with some discussion and other
elements that explore, sometimes a bit humorously, a bit about who we are, how we are different, and how we are the
same and that we are now in communion with each other.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. OQur hands.
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G a I a C oncer t Ca p S L S S Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.
75th Anniversary celebration The people of The United Methodist Church”
By Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Gifts, Lutheran Social
Services of Michigan Spiritual Life - Words of wisdom

After a number of wonderful 75t Anniversary regional
celebrations for Lutheran Social Services of Michigan in
2009, one more huge statewide celebration is plannedi
and you are invited.

At 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29, 2010, we will present John
Tesh in concert  (www.tesh.com) at Ward Evangelical
Presbyterian Church, 40000 Six Mile Road in Northville
(just west of Detroit).

Doors open at 8 p.m. Tickets are $35 each to help us
cover the cost of staging this concert. There is also a
special VIP reception at 6 p.m. with silent auction and
preferred seating for $75 per person. Order tickets
online at www.Issm.org 1 or by calling Anita Jones

at 1-313-823-7983.

John Tesh, formerly of TV6
hosts The John Tesh Radio
Life, o0 heard on 340 r-&pdm. o

Monday-Fr i day on ATh4#MRODYier o
Grand Rapids. He is an accomplished musician and
recording artist, and his big -scale concerts and music
videos can be seen on YouTube.

John and his wife, actress Connie Sellecca, both
Christians, have a big heart for seniors like those served
by Lutheran Soci al Service
concern for those who have lived a long time, gathered
wisdom and knowledge through a lifetime of experience,
yet |l anguish as a forgotte

The SelleccaTesh Foundation
(selleccateshfoundation.com) seeks to bring joy,
happiness and cognitive stimulation to seniors

through the power of music. Their Web site shares music
therapy breakthroughs experienced by patients of

Al zhei mer s and ot her neur

Johndéds heart for people, h
Jesus Christ makes him a perfect fit for our Diamond

Celebration to mark Lutheran Social Services of
Mi chigands 75 years of
of the | ove of Christ.
inti mate evening with

2010. Get your tickets now!
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from the Ancients

Others have walked this life of faith before us. They

have studied scripture and examined themselves.

They

have struggled with temptation and guilt. They have

and
have

pondered

And they gi ven

guestioned
t hanks

and forgiveness. We have much we can learn from

them. Pastor Scott.

From Amma (fAMothero)

A 4t century Egyptian, born into a Christian family in
Alexandria, Syncletica was wealthy, well educated and
had a reputation for her beauty. As a young woman she
moved to the desert and dedicated her life to God,
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suggests praise and glory. Overcome by
health, he makes the body ill.

Not having been

able to seduce it through pleasures, he tries to

overthrow it by i
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The spirituality of the Desert Fathers and Mothers
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Jingle Offering Jan __-Mar 2010 to Synod Hunger Team
Leandrads Center and Lut hepoaks Back on 2009
World Hunger (From NW LoweMichigan Synod newsletter)
The first $32 of every month is dedicated to the Looking back on the year, and
children of Leandrads Cent eitisheait-warrhirgtokewni ni c an
Republic (see Sept newsletter articles about
L epa n (g ra 6ps Center). Al l Ji m q P Nali gumfo 'Sglfmg ogrglfts of wate[ t(?]gl’O\fV
during Oct/Nov/Dec will be donated to Lutheran Shiliots to sef to support her faril
World Hunger. Each quarter we support a local, 9 Artemio Canuan of the Philippines now has a successful,
regional, national or international organization, profitable farm, and hope for the future.
helping us remember how we are part of the larger o ,
world and the larger church of all believers. We 1 In Bolivia, two -year-old Evo Marcan will grow up stronger
welcome your suggestions. Here is our current and healthier now that his community is growing more
sequence of beneficiaries: nutritious food.
1Q (Jan-Mar) Lutheran World Hunger I Donna in New Bedford, Massachusetts receives food as
o S _ part of a Sharing Harvest Program, a community farm project
2Q (Apr-June) Living Water Ministries (camping that grows fresh vegetables for local food pantries.
and outdoor ministry of ELCA in Michigan) o .
_  Homes damaged by flooding in Rushford, Minnesota,
3Q (July-Sept) Alpha Family Center Cedar Rapids, lowa and in other places were repaired by
4Q (Oct-Dec) Lutheran Disaster Relief (which volunteers.
focuses on the United States) Local food pantries and homeless shelters have filled countless
needs.
Our gifts to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal, for disaster
response and for local needs have been given in love and
. . offered a hand up to many, many people. There is hope this
RHS Choir Christmas Concert Christmas where none existed earlier before. Thank you for
your generous support throughout the year. Your gifts warm
at Hope many hearts.
It was a wonderful concert, and we were truly given a
gift of music for the season.
Q=000 =
The Advanced Womends Ensembl was excellent (and
had more participants than| I thou%:tb.. nﬁ‘vlos group,
the Aces, also sang, since they had the evening open lebration of Ministry I
after our weather-induced reschedule. Among the .
selections they shared was a great cover of one of the Jan 24 After Worship
Beach Boys Christmas songs. On Jan 24, after worship, we gather for our annual Celebration of
Ministry. This year that gathering includes:
For a few compositions all were up at once, stretched 1 ~ Vote on the proposed changes to the Congregational Constitu-
around in a single line (well, half circle almost) from tion (see last monthds newsletter
half-way along the emergency exit door wall all the way . . :
over past the drums and sujch. T Tl.ﬂe?imgn Ofr%?f‘ﬂ rgemk?erP forlth? (i(ongreggtlon#%uﬂcug)
i n t.he roundo _effect that |l Vﬁr\yOteJﬂkh&FThanéial'Plér?foqI\'/Iinistyy?ofzéflod' fferent
than having everyone lined up in rows. When they sang
one song with 2 each of bass, tenor, alto and soprano 9 Aremembrance and celebration of ministry from 2009
providing an echo effect its rather like live surround o _ . L
sound. An activity in which we imagine our ministry in 2010 and beyond
If you could not join us this year, we missed you. | hope Please pray for Hope, and for these decisions and our ministryi
’ : and then join us for this very important gathering.
that if we are blessed again next year to have the choir . yimp 9 g
share their talents with us that you can be with us then.
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HCC Faith Formation

1st and 3rd Sundays
Children (11:30am -1pm)

Meet after church service on the 1st and 3rd
Sundays of the month.

Adult Faith Formation

Fall/Winter 2009 Video Study
Series: That the World May Know

Faith Formation
on 1% & 3" Sundays 11:30 -1pm

Nursery is in the hands of Linda Hoemke.

Pre school, 1st and 2nd are being taught by Nancy
Hock, Akaloo are for grades 35 and is taught by
Joyce Kidder and Sara Curtis. The numbers are
growing come and join the fun.

Adult Faith Formation during the fall and winter will
continue the popul ar series AT
which explores the ancient world of the Bible through

video, followed by shared discussion. Each session covers
different places, history and scripture.

(& DAL L A A4 T o) This fall, the series will cover the topic
AProphets and Kings of |[Isra

Youth Faith Formation for Fall/ _ o o _ _
Filmed on location in Israel, this unique video set brings

Winter T AlLutheran Lif &dQ Word to life with astounding relevance. You
probably know the Bible passages by heart. But now you'll
understand the meaning and significance behind them. By
weaving together the Bible's fascinating historical, cultural,
religious and geographical contexts, teacher and

During this fall and winter our Middle School & High
School youth are exploring the topicof A Lut her an
L i f im laith Formation. This series combines Bible
basics with our particular traditions of worship

(gathering, Word, meal and sending), theology, some in historian Ray Vander Laan reveals keen insights into
depth discussion of special topics including Baptism, the Scriptures’ significance for believers in this day
Communion, and what it means to confess, confirm and age.

d clai faith. . . . .
and claim our fal There is no coast participate in this study, and you can

1st& 3 Sundays, 11:30amlpm. Led by Rose Nemecek join any session on any Faith Formation Sunday
and Pastor Scott.

Adult Wednesday Bible Study 0 The Revelation of John
A study and discussion of what it says and what itmight mean.
Wednesday Night Bible Study with Pastor Scott
There is not a single fAright and onlyodo way t

1 Why is there so much dispute about the book of Revelation?  { What does it say(or NOT say) about the Tribulation
and the Rapture? 1 Is it about the past, the present, or the future?

1 What did it mean to readers back in 100AD?  What might it mean for us today?
Excitement & Drama!

Revelation is filled with hope, judgment, promise, monsters, strange visions, warnings, special codes,
the Four Horsemen, the Al pha and Omega, t|he

Join us any Wednesday at 7pm
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Guitar Players?

Our worship music praise team would
love to have another guitar player join
them. Do you play? Perhaps you know™
someone that does? Are you willing
to share the gift of music with the rest
of us?

If so, please contact Randy and Lisa.

616-874-3303

Blood Drive 0
January 16 9am to 1pm

Mark your calendars and let everyone you meet know.

Blood saves lives!

Hanging of the Greensd Thanks to

everyone who stayed to help decorate
the church, the cooks who helped with
the meal, those who brought in food,
Deb for her crafts ,Carrie for her
Christmas Angle and everyone else
that was there!

Thank you!!

People we are

Praying for

Healing, Hope and Faith . Sara;

Chuck; Jenny; Anndés frie
and pneumoni a;
Amber and baby; Daryl; Gary; Scott; Emily; all
those suffering from colds and flu; Carly; Linda

Safety, Wisdom and Guidance

for: zachand Spencer family, students during

winter break dependent on school meals; Gary

and Deb | oan approval and
brown bag ministry

Peace, Strength and Comfort:
Family and friends of Maurice at his passing;
Gary, Deb and family at passing of their beloved
pet; the Johnson family grieving the loss of their
son

Thanks and Blessings _ : Fran caring
for Rosebds Grandmot her ;
Carrie Wygmans and her future placement; the
inspiration and ministering of our families at

Hope; for the prayers of her friends and student
Oliva; Chris and dorm mates safe form fire; Jesse
and Rose expecting a healthy baby boy; all who
are taking part in the Christmas programs; our
God who blesses and empowers us ;Mission
support this year from Trinity Lutheran, GR;
Peace Lutheran, Gethsemane Lutheran, St.
Thomas Lutheran and a recent Anonymous
donor ;
trip; Beckyds successful
Leandra; Improvements for Zach

Our Congregation for: our
Christmas program;

Our Community and World: our
prayer partners, the Military Chaplains serving
our armed forced, the Institutional Chaplains

who serve our hospitals, homes ect.; Trinity
Lutheran Seminary, Administrators, Faculty &
students

n

Randyds dad

Ni cks test resul ts;

f
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January Service People

January 3 January 10 January 17 |[January 24 | January 31
Greeters West Monroe Kidder Garton Spykerman
Usher Scott Monroe | Scott Spencer Ron Williams Jim VanEss Scott Spencer

Prayer of the Day Maddie West |Larry Zandstra John Donehoo Maddie West Denny Hoemke

Prayer of the Joyce Kidder | Randy Posthumus | Denny Hoemke |John Donehoo |Denny Hoemke

Church

Lay Reader Lisa Michelle Julien Tin Garton Nancy Anna Wilson
Posthumus Spykerman

Acolyte Jesse Schultz | Oliva Hock Josh Peterson Bailey Barrett | Cody Zandstra

Communion

Assistant

Coffee and Sara Curtis Zandstra Nancy Hock Nancy

Cookies Spykerman

Flowers

Volunteers; Please find a replacement to do your job if you are not able to make the day that you
signed up for. Not on the list look for the sign up sheets in the entrance. And add your name or
call Nancy Spykerman Thanks.

LR L L CL L Ll

Dates to Remember

Jan 10 2010 Financial plan for Ministry
Jan. 16 Blood drive

Jan. 23 ELCA/UMC Joint Worship

Don’t
FORGET!
A

IR0

Jan. 24 - Annual Meeting

Who use the cards! S. Thanks to all
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