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2012 is here! (well, within the week at least). The world
did not end in 2011 as some predicted. Though others  The church council is trying to work harder

are convinced the Mayan calendar, Nostradamus, and smarter with our money, and so is in
Biblical prophecy and other signs assure us thahis

Church Council Update ---
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So how do we live in this new year of slowly improving  of our reserve fund for the fee and repay

economy, a world of great change? With European that fund in one year with the money that

crisis, Arab Spring, Global Warming, Lions winning, Id h h. Righ Il of

China ascending, Presidential elections, Washington we would save each month. Right now all o
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what are we to do? agreement that it is wise stewardship to

Befaithful. Live as though Christ shall return tomorrow.  pay less interest and try to get our
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Christ-like life is lived the same way, elther way. Love
God and others, care, forgive, share the good news of ~ @n update presentation at our January
the Gospel, give generously. Change a life for the better Celebration of Ministry Meeting.

- our own, and others. Live in the joy of the holy present

moment while prudently considering the future that S z & = A A N R A z =
may come. But do not worry about it, or ignore it. [ OO -EIEOOAOSO - EOOES
Remember the past, but do not dwell upon it either. We n:ﬂniunpuu COM COPYRIGHT BIBLE GATEWAY
cannot change it, nor can we recapture it.

"A EAEOEA&EOI 8 4EAOQBO 11 00I
becoming what God is calling us to be, and less on
making others into what we think God expects them to
be. Concentrate on our blessings, and less on all the _ >3 e
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joy and contentment and less anxious depression. = ¥
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world would end tomorrow, | would still plant an apple
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wisely, for one day or for many, for we may need it for a ’
very long time. —

ltis a new year! Live it! I'M USING JESUS THEMED WRAPPING PAPER SO
| WON'T FEEL AS BAD ABOUT AIXATING SO
HEAVILY ON PRESENTS THIS YEAR

(Copyright Gospel Communications International, Ine
www.reverendfun.com Used with permission)

Pastor Scott
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MapleCreek welcomes new leader, Advent by Candlelight - Was Beautiful

introduces new program Last night, Dec 18, we were so blessed to gather for

o _ _ _ our Advent by Candlelight service.
By Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Gifts, Lutheran Social

Services of Michigan Beautiful music, wonderful voices, choirs of young and

MapleCreek went through a recent makeover, including a old, sweet treats and some fond memories as well.
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stopped there. share this time together! A new record, and lives
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October 2011. His predecessor, Sue Lemon, hired Jay after many chairs empty either, when set up for tables like

her promotion to vice president of Senior Adult Services x A Al 8 7A81 1 EAOA O OEET]
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to meet the rising challenges of his field, to think in own early folks parking out on the grass, parking lot
innovative ways about a new vision and the future of EAI DPAOOh AEEAZAOAT O OAAOQET C
OAOOEAA Oi OATEI O AAOI OOh6 39Dl - ibmakesals stretch a bit too.

Prince has a degree in Healthcare Administration from Thanks to all to organized, sang, setup, cooked and
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field because | was determined to foster change in the
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thinking at MapleCreek. This is a new option for those who

want to live in independent living apartments but need

some extra care. The program is available in nine Garden

Level apartments at The Terraces, but its immediate

popularity means there is a potential for growth. With

Catered Living Plus (CLP), a couple with differing care

TAAAG AAT 1 1TO0A ET OI CAOEAO AT A xi1
separatedbecause ongequires more care than is usually

offered at The Terraces. A new kitchen/dining room and a

lounge are being created for the CLP residents.

Support is available around the clock to meet the
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said Sarah Duthie, manager of catered living at Maple-
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If you would like to know more about the living options at God has done marvelous things. Join us after
MapleCreek, contact Tom Curran or Diann Gilliam at worship on January 29 for a celebration of
616-452-5900. ministry with a typical potluck, some review, and

&1 0 , OOEAGAT 31 AEAI -mehdte EplsepregieoAA || 13NBWRTNEW activity or two for us to consider
ter at www.Issm.org. God working in our lives and at Hope.
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Qur Spiritual Life

Walter Trobisch wrote a delightful, but brief volume,
O- AOOEI
based on a letter Martin Luther wrote, to his barber

and work. This means by yourself and in yourself
you are nothing -you can do nothing, know
nothing and are not able to do anything. For what

, OOEA0G6 0 The®edi® 4viefebol a thdusamdyears &o? What was heaven

and earth six thousand years ago? Absolutely

0AOAO "AOEAT AT O&h xET E AdbthidgQusthadithatwhich will ever beAreatetdis O
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permission, over a number of months. thing you know and everything you are able to do

In Part 1 Martin humbly mentions that he can only is God's work, His creation, as you confess it here

share how he himself prays, and that dedication and with your mouth. This is why you have nothing to
concentration are important - in prayer, as in being  boast about before God, except that you are

a good barber. In Part 2 Martin shared about the nothing and that He is your creator and He is able
importance of praying first thing in morning, lastat  to annihilate you at any time. Reason in itself does o
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walked through how he prays through the command-

ments. Today | share part 4

(REPRINT PERMISSION OBTAINED
from Quiet Waters Publications)

Part 4

What next? When you are through with the
commandments, Luther says, take the Lord's Prayer
and do the same thing. Take one petition at a time
and maybe one is enough for a dayand twist the
four strands for your garland. Again he describes to
Master Peter how he does it petition by petition.

In this context, Luther calls the Lord's Prayer the
"greatest martyr on earth, tortured and abused by
everyone." But when he prays it in his garlandvay,
he says, "l suck on it like a nursing baby and | drink
and eat it like an aged man and can never become
satisfied."

And when he has "time and leisure," after the Lord's
Prayer, Luther continues by taking up the Apostles'
Creed, statement by statement, praying it in the
same way.

Concerning the "First article about creation," Luther
writes:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of
Heaven and Earth. First of all, if you allow it to
happen, a great light shines here into your heart
and teaches you in a few words something which
could never be expressed in all languages, nor
described in many books, namely: what you are,
where you come from, where heaven and earth
come from. You are God's creature, God's making

has created everything out of nothing. Here is the
paradise of the soul where it may go for a walk in
God's creation. But it would take too long to write
more about this.

Secondly, one should give thanks here that

through God's goodness we have been created out
of nothing and we are kept alive daily out of

nothing as a delicate creature which has body,

soul, reason, five senses etc.... And He has made us
lords over the earth, fish, the birds, the animals.

This refers to Genesis 1,2 and 3.

Thirdly, one should confess and be sorry about
our unbelief and ungratefulness, because we have
not thought about them nor really recognized
them. So we have actually done worse than the
animals who have no reason.

Fourthly, we should pray for the right and certain
faith so that in the future we can seriously believe
in the dear God and hold Him up as our Creator, as
this article teaches.

It is obvious that Luther finds the Creed a helpful
touchstone for meditation and for worship. These
thoughts he shares with his barber may serve well as
a model for our own.
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Faith Formation 2 Every Sunday following worship

Adult Faith Formation

8) &£ AAGI O AAGAAOGETT AT A0 110 AAlgIFAItNFOIMAIIOR s isad by Joyce Kigderc
at some point that congregation will cease to exist because its and_ Sarfar?urtls_. _Theé/ are aV|rllg abl_ot of fun studyldng Fhe
members will simply not know or understand the purpose of the Fruits of the Spiritand Seasonal subjects. Come and join
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Boese Blueprint for Change .

_ _p g New this year toddlers and pre schoolers
Jr Hi Faith Formation Joanne Reynolds and Annette Bell are putting together a

program for this age group. It is still in the works so watch

After completing Acts JrHi youth will resume their overall study for more information on when they will start to meet.

of the new testament letters, led by Pastor Scott and Nancy Hock.

Sr_Hi Faith Formation

Sr Hi team wil |l return to their ﬁLIVE(‘) di scussi or

studies. Rose Nemecek is leading, with Shannan Wilson and Lisa
Parker assisting
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Wednesday Night Studies - Luther and the Reformation

We finished talking about Evil, and now move on a bit of a lighter topics. Luther and the Reformation.
A bit of history, certainly some humor (how many of you could say you found your wife hiding in a barrel? Or that farting is
a good way to scare away the devil?), a measured dose of theology, definitely discussion of faith in the home (Small Cate-
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We have another request for baptism, and Pastor Scott will soon schedule sessions for discussion and baptismal
DOADAQAOELI AIQAOEIQ A AEO IEA'[ABONQOIQUh IOO~OO|OEA1
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explore what this baptism thing is and some of the basics of the faith, no pressure and no commitment needed.
Join us! The more the merrier, and the more we all grow in faith.

Sr Hi Youth at The Gathering Dec 27-30

The Gathering is an opportunity for groups of ELCA Lutheran high school age youth from the lower peninsula of Michiggn
and Episcopal youth from EDOMI to gather in Lansing to experience three days of fun, worship, spiritual growth, and so
much more from December 2730th. The Gathering features worship time, keyote speakers, skill shops, small groups,
AT A OAAOAAOGETT AT TPBOEITO Ail ET OEA Al 1 OA@O 1T £ #EOE®OBO 11
will inspire young people to live the Gospel throughout their individual faith journeys. Please keep our youth in your
prayers for their growth with God and each other while they attend The Gathering.
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Small Group Leader Training
/| 60 OUl T A0 #A1 OAO & O -
sponsoring a series that may be of interest.

Facilitating Contemplative Group3raining for Small
Group Leadership: Januaryz May, 2012
9 Would your church have one or two
persons you would recommend and send
for this formation program?
1 Would you like to learn a contemplative
approach to small group facilitation that is
adaptable for use with any kind of group
and will enhance and
experience?

Location: St. Paul Lutheran Church (9844 SW
Greenville Rd, Greenville, MI, 48838)

Date: 1/16; 2/6 and 2/27; 3/19; 4/23; 5/7; 5/21,
2012

Time: 1-4P / Cost: $115 per person for eight 3
hour sessions or two participants from the same
church: $175 total (Participants can share the cost
with the church.)

Leader: Nancy Brousseau, OP, Center for Mission
and Ministry Facilitator

To register, please contact

nancybrousseau@mittensynod.org

Sympathy

Our thought and prayers
go outto Jeff and Mary
- A" OEOA AO OEA

Prayers also for

Randy and Lisa Posthumus
AO OEA 1100 1 £
brother-in-law and Jeff Van Tol

Lo

People we are Praying for

~Healing. Hope and Faith ; Karen, Courtneywith

E Oidfaak dregn&]EyAKylé&Eéssﬁ:Q l@aQ/ Bhd @Qand, Julie
and family, Jeff, Laurie and family, Dale, Judy, Norm, Diane,
+AOEURh 21 OA80 O1 Al Anh 200E
for Don and Joyce, Jess who is ill, Tomywith vertigo,
David? needs surgery.

auidance, Strength and Wisdom and Safety:
David and Rhonda, troubled college students, those who
OO0&EEAO xEOE AiTOEITAI 006006cci
COEAOGET ¢ OEA 11060
&oéd\@aﬁaré Wat thgy ca@ I’?C%iVS (Hr%;tg)n and blessing.
Peace and Comfort: Jeff, Mary, family and friends at
DAOOGEI C 1T £ *AEESO EAOEAON
student Nyree Van Camp at her passing, Kyle and Jessie at
passing of their beloved family pet, Connie at the passing of
EAO A1 OOGET h $ATEOARh #1 AUBO
away, Mary with terminal cancer.

Thanks and Blessing: Pastor Scott and family, the
gifts ministry at Hope, the caring family of Hope, Saqn

prayer offerings, Chris SpencerA E OOE AA U
AAAAPOAT AA ET OEA OO0AI PI A OI

Our Congregation : our prayer partnersz Resurrection
L.C. in Saginaw, Our Savior L.C. in Saginaw, Grace Lutheran
in Saginaw, our ministry.

For Safety: Cody? leaving to serve in Afghanistan,
Safe travel for all of those traveling as Michelle.

Youth? Gives Thanks

EA *AEASO AAASB

The youth group was able to raise $128 at the
pancake breakfast. The money will help
finance their trip the Gathering in Lansing.

Thank to all who came to support us!
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Women Of Hope---

January Sewing Marathon

While we are in the grips
of winter, we can be
sewing those darling lit-

the little girls of the
Dominican Republic.
Please mark your
calendar for sewing at Hope Community
Church on Saturday January 7t starting at
9 AM with juice and cinnamon rolls.
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until 5 PM. Everyone is welcome, even

non-sewers, because we need people to

press fabric, and measure and cut. We

Al xAUO EAOA A COAAO OEI /
sewing, and leaving feeling that we have

helped in a very real way. Of course you can

bring a friend, and cute cotton fabric, lace

trims, thread, bias tape and your sewing

supplies. If you have any questions, just call

Linda at 866 -2681.

Lisa Parker
Lena Najar

Don Kidder
Jesse Nemecek
Gus Eadeh

Jeff McGuire
Mary Gray Barrett
Joyce Kidder
Julie Najar

Scrip

Scrip ordering date isJanuary 8th.Make your list and
help out church, This is some of the free money we ¢
get for church. If you shop at Meijers, Wahrt, Ki mart,
Lowedbs, Subway, Kohl é6s D
Family Fare GFS, Walgreens, or | Tunes, you can us
Scrip so stop and buy some cards and help earn mon
church.

Our last order brought i§296.07for the church. Thank
you all.

I f you dondét know where
shopwithscrip.com? And find all the places where yoJ
can use scrip. Call Mary at 8@3.26

Thank You,
e Q{E TEME ;:/“@ %%M]MA@ _? o)
\ 9 AOh xA&I 1 OAEA A =~
*T AUBO AT A OEAT OAx

ScripNow!™ is the newest and quickest way to use
scrip. Just visit ShopWithScrip.com to order, pay for,
and print eCards for various retailers and use them
within minutes.

OEESAR EFOEE AT A
1. Log in at ShopWithScrip.com - You can order

scrip gift cards, reload gift cards or order Scrip-
Now! eCards any time day or night.

Search or browse one of the ScripNow! retailer
product pages. There is also a ScripNow! short-
cut at the top of every page.

\

2%

. Order your ScripNow! eCard, using $10 incre-
ments. Pay with our PrestoPay™ service*, and
within minutes, we’ll email you a secure link to a
printable eCard that can be redeemed in the store
or online.

We're launching ScripNow! with eCards from the five
ScripNow! retailers shown at left, and more will be
available in the coming weeks and months.

Get your scrip in minutes...get your ScripNow!™

*You can also pay by check. However, your gift card code
will not be emailed until your scrip coordinator notifies us
that you've paid. That’s still faster than waiting for a physi-
cal gift card to be delivered.

~ Visit www.shopwithscrip.com

~ Hope Cammumty Church .
Enroliment Code: B59A7D16"1:73L‘4 '
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