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Hop
eôs 

Happenings 

Pastorôs Letter 

 The past year, and the past few months, have 

brought us joys and sorrows, accomplishments and     

disappointments, blessings and challenges.  When           

I say ñusò  I mean we each individually and as a               

congregation.   

 Some of us have welcomed new children, grand 

children or great -grandchildren into our families.      

Others of us have grieved the death of friend, sibling, 

parent or relative.  As a congregation we have been 

blessed with new people that have joined our fellowship.  

We have also said farewell to those that have left us to 

join the Church Triumphant.  We shall see them again.   

A few of us have found new jobs.   More, unfortunately, 

have lost employment.  Many are anxious of negative 

news that may come.   Many are on the edge financially.  

We, as a congregation, seem to always be on that edge.   

Some have graduated high-school and gone to college.  

Others have left work for retirement.  Weôve reached 

goals, such as 1st layer paving and lights for the parking 

lot, and not yet attained others.  Weôve seen new leaders 

rise, and some hand over the baton to others. We have 

new ministries starting, and others that keep on rolling.  

 Through all of this, as individuals and as a       

congregation, we walk together.  Together.    

 We are a community.  We are called to be there 

with and for each other.  To comfort, and lift up.  

 To play and party.   To study and question.   To 

pray and worship.  Together.   

 Our Holy Scriptures are so, so clear on this point.  

We are created and called to walk through all of this   

together, as a community.  We need each other.  While 

we are made to worship and serve God, we are also 

made for each other, to serve and be served.   Sometimes 

it may be a challenge to commit ourselves to the time 

and attention of walking together.  But we cannot really 

worship ñaloneò and we canôt support each other, and be 

supported by each other, without walking together and 

being together.  It is the promise we are given in baptism 

ï and it is the promise we make on that same day. 

 Let us live out our baptismal promise.   Let us 

walk together, and may our life together in Christ be a 

great witness to others who feel lost and disconnected, 

who feel that they do not have a home, that no one cares.   

 Let our love for one another, in Christ, shine to 

the world around us. 

 Pastor Scott 

Our Ministerôs Mirthé

(Copyright Gospel Communications International, Inc - 

www.reverendfun.com Used with permission)  
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Assisting people in their homes, 

with care and kindness  

By Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Gifts, Lutheran Social Services 

of Michigan  

 MapleCreek at Home in West Michigan was 

started  in December 1996. Today, it  is one  of  the           

programs in the In -Home Services division of Lutheran 

Social Services of Michigan.  

 Todd Rogers, director of In-Home Services, is 

overseeing the expansion of the program throughout the 

state. ñThere is nothing more important to all of us than 

living in our own home, surrounded by familiar things, 

determining our own schedule, and deciding what is      

important  to  us,ò Rogers  said. ñWe  work  with  those       

who  need a little help  with  their goal of an active and              

independent lifestyle, in their  own community, from 

their own home. We can provide the  help, whatever the 

need.ò 

 In addition to working with MapleCreek           

residents, MapleCreek  at Home  workers  assist  more  

than  200 people in 40 communities across six counties: 

Kent, Barry, Ionia, Montcalm, Mecosta and Newaygo. 

This service  is  an option for  people who  need a  bit of 

assistance, but  want  to remain  in their  home. It  helps   

seniors, persons with disabilities, and people                    

convalescing from   an illness or surgery.  

 Pam Van Spyker, home care supervisor, collects 

feedback from people served. Comments include: ñCaring 

and friendliness of caregivers  is what I like most about 

the services I am receiving.ò ñWith help, I can maintain 

my home, and life is easer;  I  am  grateful  for  these        

services.ò ñShe  does  all  I could  ask  and  more;  I am 

blessed to have her.ò  These  compliments  point  to     

Lutheran  Social  Services of Michiganôs mission of 

ñserving others as an expression of the love of Christ.ò  

 Rogers is intent on continuing such good service. 

ñOur staff works to provide the best of care, in the ways 

our consumers want it done,ò he said. ñWe have the skill, 

experience and desire to handle the difficult situations, 

the expertise to make a difference.ò 

Haiti Update ï Hope and Lutheran 

World Relief    

At the end of January Hope made a special appeal 

for funds to assist with Haiti earthquake relief and 

recovery.  We gathered $710, and forwarded that to 

Lutheran World Relief.  

Here is an update from LWR as of Feb 23:  

In the wake of the 7.0 magnitude earthquake that 

struck Haiti on January 12, LWR is working to 

meet the immediate and long-term needs of Haitiôs 

underserved rural people. The quake killed an    

estimated 230,000 and left millions homeless and 

in desperate need of shelter and assistance. In    

addition, already struggling rural communities are 

now coping with the mass migration of over 

470,000 earthquake survivors . With over 14 

years experience and expertise in rural Haiti, LWR 

is at the forefront of the rural response and has 

committed $4 million to relief efforts, an increase 

from the previous pledge of $2.25 million.  

To help ease the stress on rural communities, LWR is 

working with several partners to provide immediate  

relief while developing a long-term response. With 

Partenariat pour le Développement Local (PLD), a local 

Haitian organization, LWR will help communities in the 

regions north of Port-au-Prince where most displaced 

people are migrating. The emergency response will   

focus on food, water, temporary shelter and sanitation.   

Similarly, LWR is working with partner World 

Neighbors to restore local economies, rebuild             

infrastructure, get people back to work, and provide   

necessary health and sanitation measures in those same 

regions.  

LWR is also working with the Actions by Churches  

Together (ACT) global aid alliance to ensure people 

have immediate access to food, water, and shelter in and 

around Port-au-Prince. LWR has committed more than 

$500,000 to providing temporary shelter, food and     

access to water and sanitation services. Since the earth-

quake, LWR has also sent thousands of health kits,    

layettes, and quilts to partners Christian Aid, Church 

World Service, and International Relief and  Develop-

ment. These items are being distributed to people badly 

affected by the earthquake and LWR is mobilizing more 

resources for future shipments to Haiti. 



Lent & Easter at Hope in 2010  

Well, ñFat Tuesdayò Party & Game night was a 

great night!  See the website for a picture or two.  

Great food, good fun, white -elephant bingo was 

(again) a popular prize winning event.  

 

 Lent Wednesday Soup & Service  

    Soup & Bread Supper: 6:30pm (look for a sign-up 

sheet for providing soup & bread) 

    Special Service: 7 -7:30pm   

Our Wed special services will revolve around the "Stations 

of the Cross."  Each Wed we have a short service that      

explores and contemplates 2 of the "stations." The Stations 

of the Cross are events Jesus' life starting with the trial  

before Pilate and ending with his body being removed 

from the cross.  This series will end during Holy Week,  

finishing on Good Friday.  

During Lent the Wed Night Studies will gather from 7:45 -

8:45 or so, after the Wed special service.  There is no study 

after the Ash Wed service, at which all are encouraged to 

leave in contemplative silence. 

Healthy Relationships  

"Double Messages" 

Virginia Satir was a leader in the   

field of family therapy and made many               

contributions to understanding how families 

function and why they have so much trouble 

sometimes. One concept she explored was 

the effect of the ñdouble message.ò Virginia 

Satir said, ñDouble messages are crazy    

making.ò Anyone who has experienced a 

double message knows how crazy it can 

make one feel. It is most often received in a 

sentence that contains the word ñbut.ò  I 

think you look very nice today, 

buté.ò      Double messages can come in     

different containers. Both words and actions 

can deliver double messages. If I say I am 

glad to see you, but my actions basically    

ignore you, then you have a double message 

and you feel confused and even crazy if you 

receive these kinds of messages over a long 

period of time.  

Chronic exposure to double messages 

leads to a profound confusion about what is 

real and not real. This can result in feelings 

of anxiety, uncertainty, insecurity and       

paralysis when it comes to decision-making. 

Double messages make it impossible to trust. 

ñI love you but donôt bother me.ò ñI will be 

there for youé next time.ò  I am proud of you 

but I hope you do better the next time.ò  

Double messages can make us feel guilty. 

ñGo have a wonderful time and donôt worry 

about leaving me hereéall alone.ò Over a 

long period of time double messages can  

create a very troubled and unhappy person. 

Double messages can happen in a marriage, 

a family and a community. It would be wise 

to examine how we all give and receive     

double messages, and explore how we can 

achieve greater consistency.  

Sam Sligar, Th.M.  Used with permission  
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Eat for Asphalt! (?)   Pizzaôs for Parking  

1) Parking Lot Paving Update 

2) Pizza Hut Fundraiser ï Slips and Scrip 

3) Add ñHope Community Churchò to your Pizza Hut 

fundraiser ticket slips 

1) Parking Lot Paving Update  

This past Sunday Nancy Hock shared that we have     

one month left (until March 31) to submit funds to be 

matched, $1 for $1 by the Mission Investment Fund 

(MIF), to help us finish off our parking lot.  The         

paving in November made it only 1 layer, 1.5ò thick         

ï for long term strength and weatherization it needs 

another 1.5ò finish layer, and that is a goal for this    

year.  

We can submit about $3000 more to the MIF which 

they will match (giving us another $ 3000).  When       

we combine that with what we already have collected 

and matched we should be very close to the $10,500    

or so required to finish the paving.  But we only have 

until March 31 to make deposits for matching funds.  

2) Pizza Hut Fundraiser  ï Slips and Scrap   Nancy 

also came up with a great idea to help reach    that goal. 

She knew someone at Pizza Hut, and knew that they 

offer Fundraiser days.  She made some calls, and we 

now we have a great tasting fundraiser. 

Eat at the new Pizza Hut on 10 Mile (in front    

of Meijers) on Mar 2 nd  or (and?) Mar 16 th )  

Give Pizza Hut your fundraiser ticket 

slip  

Hope gets 20% of the total amount  

spent.    

Use Pizza Hut Scrip cards and we get   

another 8%.   

Eat in or Take Out.   

Pizza, pastas, wings, sandwiches, etc.  

Yes, you heard that right.  Get one of the Pizza Hut 

Fundraiser Night flyer. (they are found on the table in 

the nartex). At the bottom are two slips to cut off and 

turn in.  When you eat at the 10 Mile Rd pizza hut, turn 

in a slip to your server.  They will give Hope 20% of the 

total order.  So, for a $30 meal, that would be $6 to 

Hope.   If you use Scrip to order $30 of Pizza Hut gift 

cards, you still spend only $30 for the meal, and Hope 

gets $2.40 for the Scrip card as well.  Thatôs $8.40.     

Order your Scrip online or contact Mary McGuire.  You 

might not have your cards in time for Mar 2, but theyôll 

be here in time for March 16.   

Encourage local friends and family to go as well ï and 

give them a copy of the fundraiser flyer with ticket slips.  

 3) Be sure to write ñHope Community Churchò 

in the ñI support the ____________ò line on 

the ticket slip.   Make sure those funds get sent to 

Hope.  

 

 

 

Jingle Offering Jan -Mar 2010 to 

Leandraôs Center and Lutheran 

World Hunger  

The first $32 of every month is dedicated to the children 

of Leandraôs Center in the Dominican Republic (see 

Sept newsletter articles about Leandraôs Center).   All 

Jingle Offerings above that during Oct/Nov/Dec will be 

donated to Lutheran World Hunger.  Each quarter we 

support a local,  regional,  national  or  international 

organization, helping us remember how we are part of 

the larger world and the larger church of all believers.   

We  welcome  your  suggestions. Here is  our current   

sequence of beneficiaries: 

1Q (Jan-Mar) Lutheran World Hunger  

2Q (Apr-June) Living Water Ministries (camping and 

outdoor ministry of ELCA in Michigan)  

3Q (July-Sept) Alpha Family Center  

4Q (Oct-Dec) Lutheran Disaster Relief (which focuses 

on the United States) 
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HCC Faith Formation  
1st and 3rd Sundays   

Children  (11:30am -1pm)  

Meet after church  on the 1st and 3rd  Sundays of 

the month.  

 Nursery is in the hands of Linda Hoemke.             

Pre school, 1st and 2nd are being taught by Nancy 

Hock, Akaloo are for grades 3-5 and is taught by 

Joyce Kidder and Sara Curtis. The  numbers are 

growing come and join the fun.   

 

Adult Faith Formation  

Fall/Winter 2009 Video Study                                             

Series: That the World May Know                                                                       

Faith Formation                                                                     

on 1 st & 3rd Sundays 11:30 -1pm  

Adult Faith Formation during the fall and winter will       

continue the popular series ñThat the World May Knowò 

which explores the ancient world of the Bible through 

video,  followed by shared discussion.  Each session covers         

different places, history and scripture.     

The series will cover the topic ñProphets and 

Kings of Israelò 

Filmed on location in Israel, this unique video set brings 

God's Word to life with astounding relevance. You        

probably know the Bible passages by heart. But now you'll 

understand the meaning and significance behind them. By     

weaving together the Bible's fascinating historical, cultural,     

religious and geographical  contexts, teacher and          

historian Ray Vander Laan reveals keen insights into 

the Scriptures' significance for believers in this day 

and age.  

There is no cost to participate in this study, and you 

can join any session on any Faith Formation Sunday  

Adult Wednesday Bible Study ðThe Revelation of John  

A study and discussion of what it says and what it might   mean. 

Wednesday Night Bible Study  with Pastor Scott 

There is not a single ñright and onlyò way to read Revelation! 

¶ Why is there so much dispute about the book of Revelation?         ¶What does it say (or NOT say) about the   Tribulation 

and the Rapture?          ¶Is it about the past, the present, or the future? 

¶ What did it mean to readers back in 100AD?     ¶What might it mean for us today?   

Excitement & Drama!  

Revelation is filled with hope, judgment, promise, monsters, strange visions, warnings, special codes, 

the Four Horsemen, the Alpha and Omega, the New Jerusalem, and on and oné  

Join us any Wednesday at  7:45pm  during Lent  

Youth Faith Formation for Fall/

Winter ï ñLutheran Lifeò 

During this fall and winter our Middle School & High 

School youth are exploring the topic of ñLutheran 

Lifeò in Faith Formation. This series combines Bible 

basics with our particular traditions of worship 

(gathering, Word, meal and sending), theology, some in 

depth discussion of special topics including Baptism, 

Communion, and what it means to confess, confirm 

and claim our faith.  

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11:30am-1pm.  Led by Rose Nemecek 

and Pastor Scott.    
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Ink Cartridges Collection - 

Credit for Hopeôs Office Supplies 

Do you have a computer printer at home or the 

office?  What do you do with your empty ink and 

toner cartridges?  Would you give them to us to 

recycle? 

If you do, Office Max will then give Hope $3 

MaxPerks rewards for every visibly undamaged 

HP, Dell, Lexmark, Brother, Epson,       

Samsung, Kodak, Sharp or Canon  ink or 

toner cartridges we bring in for recycling.  We can 

earn up to $60/month (thatôs 20 cartridges) that 

we can use toward paper, inks and anything else 

that we might be able to find at OfficeMax.   

Thatôs money saved that we can spend on other 

ministries.   Weôll have a box in the office for      

collecting cartridges.   

Thanks and Welcome  

  to our new Officers and Treasurer  

Please extend your thanks and appreciate for those 

serving on our Congregation Council: 

 Larry Zandstra (newly elected President of 

council)  

 Tim Garton (newly elected VP) 

 Mary McGuire (returning as Secretary)  

 Nancy Hock (returning as Financial           

Secretary) 

 Linda Hoemke (returning member of       

council)  

 Lisa Posthumus (new to council) 

 Scott Monroe (new to council)  

 The council has also approved John        

Donehoo to serve as Treasurer. The Treasurer      

reports to, but is not a member of, the congregation 

council. 

 Please keep these leaders in your prayers.   

Share with them your concerns and blessings,      

encourage them, and be patient with them. They 

give of themselves to serve God and you.   

 FYI ï our Financial Secretary is responsible 

for collecting, counting and recording offerings and 

other funds coming into the church.  The Treasurer 

keeps the  checkbook  and  pays  expenses. This     

separation of responsibility is a standard practice 

designed to both share the work as well as protect 

the church and those serving the church in financial 

matters. 

Cheese cakes Auction!!!!  

Now is the time  get that cheese cake.  Just in time for 

Easter!! 

 Deb Zandstra is in the baking 

mood. Deb is planning on   

making 8 to 10 cheese cakes  -      

banana split,  peanut butter-

cup , turtle( Larryôs favorite) 

and several more.  There will be 

a special one. One  that is your 

choice, you pick the flavor and 

give her a 2 week notice so she 

can get the ingredients          

together.  Bidding will start at 

$10. 

This Cheese Cake 

Auction will be March 21 right 

after church.  All money will be donated to church in 

time for matching funds.  

Tell your friends and plan on being there!!!!  
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Alpha Family Center  

Do you have lightly used clothing that your 

children have grown out of ?  Need a place 

for them?  The Alpha Family Center could 

use them. The Center is also in need of baby 

food and formula. For more   information  

contact Sara Curtis at  616-984-2129 or  

e-mail uddercountry@aol.com.  

 She will see that the center receives your 

items 

  Easter Morningð  9:30 am  

Deb Zandstra is planning an Easter Egg hunt for  kids  10 

and under on Easter morning .  She is in need of plastic 

eggs  or hard boiled eggs (that are all ready colored) , also 

on   the list  are paper bags,  candy and other treasures to 

put in the eggs.  The paper bags will be decorate before the 

egg hunt  with the help of the older kid.  

If you have any of these items  please bring them to church 

as soon as possible or call her at   866-4653 

Serving with your Gifts  

There are a number of areas in which Hope needs more folks to help serve.   Would you pray about whether you may give 

your time and share your gifts in any of the following ways? 

¶ Additional adult Faith Formation leaders  

o Helping lead our Adult Faith Formation study time allows our leader team to rotate, gives leaders a chance 

to be a participant on occasion, and even take vacations ï all while still ensuring that we provide a            

consistent and quality time of study for all.   Serving as a Faith Formation leader requires preparation prior 

to the session, but sharing that responsibility means that effort is shared as well.   The curriculums we 

choose are always evaluated to ensure that the preparation time is reasonable.    

¶ Additional youth leaders ï especially in preparation for this fall  

o Right now we have one big group of 6th-9th graders.  We donôt happen to have any upper HS students at 

Hope, at the moment, so they have all been meeting together with Rose Nemecek and Pastor Scott.   This 

fall weôll have more kids moving up from Elementary this fall.  Our 9th graders will also be entering high-

school, and they will need some dedicated group time and leaders as well.   Rose and I will need some extra 

help!  As for Rose, well, sheôs going to have a little bundle of distraction, too.  We need, and the kids need 

and deserve, a few other folks that can make the commitment to spend time with them at Faith Formation ï 

the whole scope, head and heart, engage in their lives, prepare well and present our Faith Formation cur-

riculum, and help them grow in faith and relationship with God.  

¶ Christian Education Coordinator?  

o I (Pastor Scott) do this now.  Iôd love some help ï someone who can help work with our Faith Formation 

leaders, evaluate curriculum, help prepare occasional ñtraining for teachersò so that we can equip our lead-

ers to better use those skills and gifts they have.  Things like this.   How about you? 

¶ Guitarist for praise team  

o Know someone?  How about you?  Dust off those hidden skills and learn some new songs?  Play with the 

Praise Team?   
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People we are  

 Praying for   

Healing, Hope and Faith : Bob; Maude ; 

Braedonôs father, Rudy; Don Kidder recovering 

from foot surgery; Saraôs friend Becky who has    

respiratory problems ; Maliwanôs mother; Cody; 

Maddie recovery from knee surgery; Carrie and 

baby, for safety; Ray who has leukemia; baby Drew 

who has eating problems; All those suffering from 

colds and flu  

 Wisdom, Strength, Wisdom and 

Guidance  for:  Paulôs job reassignment be a 

short one; successful meeting for Spencerôs         

concerning  Zach 

Peace, Strength and Comfort:  Karrie 

asked for prayers for Akeera, a ten year old who 

lost her mom; Mirsad, Ady and family at the pass-

ing of Mirsadôs mother in Bosnia; the congregation 

of Body of Christ as they disperse; all those seeking 

jobs; Bailey; Sam; Gary and Deb; Zach  

Thanks and  Blessings: prayers of thanks 

from Walter for the good help he has; from Rose 

for her friend Angela; the generosity of friends like 

Gary P.;  Seanôs job interview; baby Addyson Raeï 

new great grand baby for Kidder family; youth    

retreat at Hope and all those involved, youth,    

leaders, parents; Samôs closure on fatherôs padding 

Our Community and World: Our 

prayer partners, St. Paul Lutheran,  AuGres, Mich.; 

trinity Lutheran Church, Barton, Mich.; St. Johnôs 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Baroda, Mi; St Paulôs 

Church, Burrien, Washington; all those suffering in 

Haiti, California, areas of snowstorms; and          

avalanches 

Our Congregation : up coming Lenten   

season 

Next Blood Drive ð  

March  27th   

9am to 1pm  

Mark your calendars  and eat your cream of wheat, itôs 

time again for the blood drive.  Let everyone you  meet 

know, Blood saves lives!  

Thirteen pints of blood were  collected at the January 

Blood drive. Great Job!!   Letsô see if we can give more 

this time around.   Keep on Giving!!  

 

GodÞs Kitchen 

Looking  for a way to 

help your  community? 

Here is your chance.  

Hope Community is      

sending a group to help 

at Godôs Kitchen. There 

is a new one open at  

Our Lady of Consultation in Rockford.  

Our group is scheduled to be there March 18th  at 

5:30 and stay until 7:30ish. You need to wear tennis 

shoes and have long hair  put up.  

Sigh up is important due to the limit on how many can 

go at one time. There is a clip board at the back of 

church. If you have more questions contact Pastor Scott 

or Carrie Monroe.  

Business and Service directory 

We are looking to update the business and service             

directory. If you would like to add your skills (babysitting, 

photography, catering, daycare, house keeping, elder care 

ect.) to our list , please drop a note at the office. We will 

need your name business/service and contact information 

and a short description about what you do. 


