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Hop
eôs 

Happenings 

Pastorôs Letter 

 

ñDo not depend on the hope of results. When you 

are doing the sort of work you have taken on,      

essentially an apostolic work, you may have to    

face the fact that your work will be apparently        

worthless and even achieve no result at all, if not 

perhaps results opposite to what you expect. As  

you get used to this idea, you start more and more 

to concentrate not on the results but on the value, 

the rightness, the truth of the work itself.ò   ï

Thomas Merton (1966) Thomas Merton was a 

Roman Catholic Trappist monk, prolific spiritual 

writer, author of ñThe Seven Storey Mountainò a 

book listed by National Review as one of the 100 

best non-fiction books of the 20 th Century. 

 Oh, how hard that wisdom is to hear, at least for 

me.  We work so hard for Hope, for God, for what we feel 

called to do.  And we want to see results.  At Hope, we are 

seeing ñresultsò ï we are growing, we have new families 

visiting and becoming engaged in ministry, we are better 

known in the community, we see so many of our own folks 

involved in our ministries, weôve accomplished visible and 

tangible improvements in our property, and we have lots 

coming up.   I like the results.  I hope and suspect that you 

do, too.   Iôd like to see more. 

 But what if we didnôt?  What if you, in your own 

special ministry, didnôt see ñresultsò ï how would you feel?   

How would it affect your faith and your efforts?  

 Merton wisely reminds us that try as we might, 

with all the best intentions and talents, we do not control 

the results.   We are called to be faithful, which means    

giving our best, trying our hardest, using the gifts and    

talents we have, learning, getting better and not giving up.   

Thatôs Godôs criteria for evaluation.   And there is good   

reason for it.  Part of the reason is that we often canôt see 

the results ï they happen somewhere else, sometime else, 

beyond our sight.  Or take longer than we expect.   In 1st 

Corinthians 3 we are reminded that we are all part of a 

team larger than we appreciate.  Some plant.  Some water.  

Some reap.   But all are working for God, and it is to Godôs 

glory, not ours.   And we may reap what we did not sow.   

Our ñresultsò are not just due to our efforts, but often the 

efforts and faithful work of others somewhere else before 

us.  And sometimes, it just takes time. 

 There was a Lutheran missionary, who served the 

Masai in Africa for 20 years.  He had a very good relation-

ship, was welcomed, and even given land. But there had not 

been one convert, not one baptism.  Some recommended 

that the mission be terminated, but he held that this was 

his calling, and that he had faith.  Then one day the tribal 

elders came to meet the missionary and stated ñwe have 

decided we would like to be baptized.ò Elated, he praised 

and thanked God, and prepared for a baptismal service.  On 

the day of the baptism he noticed how the entire village 

came out to see these two elders get baptized. When he 

called forth those that desired to be baptized, much to  his 

amazement the entire village of 900 came forward as well.  

When the elders said ñweò they meant everybody . They 

didnôt finish that service in an hour.   And this faithful     

persistence is part of why there are now more Lutherans in 

Africa than there are in North America.  

 Results.  Sometimes we see them.  Sometimes we 

see them later.  Sometimes we donôt see them at all. 

 When we do, rejoice.  When we donôt, well, praise 

God anyway and keep doing what we are supposed to be 

doing.    To God be the glory.    

 Amen. 
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Our Ministerôs Mirthé 

 

Special ELCA national and 

North -West Lower Michigan 

Synod Visit ï June 6  

On June 6 we have a very special event with some very   

special guests.  Representatives from our Synod Outreach 

Committee  and  the  Evangelical  Outreach  and                  

Congregational Mission (EOCM) team from the ELCA will 

be visiting hope.  These two groups support and sponsor 

Hope  Community  as  a  re-development  mission                

congregation.  They are in town to share in our worship that 

day, join us in fellowship during pot -luck lunch, and then 

meet with a small part of the leadership team from Hope 

for a combination of review and encouragement/coaching 

session.  Weôre preparing a significant report about what 

weôve been doing, what we are doing, and what we plan to 

do.  Theyôll help with ideas and advice on how we can be 

more effective in our ministries as well as help us identify 

particular strengths and challenges. 

 

YOUR part is to come to worship, join in the potluck 

lunch, and have some great fellowship with our own folks 

and our guests.    Ask them questions, learn what we can 

from folks that have great experience to share. 

 

And yes, you might have noticed that weôll be having the 

church picnic the following week at Little Pine Island 

Camp.  And that includes food and fun as well.  Well, come 

to that too!   We all need to eat every Sunday anyway! 

Could you be a hero to a    

hurting child or teen? 
By Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Gifts, Lutheran Social 

Services of Michigan 

 May is National Foster Care Awareness 

Month. Children who are removed from their homes 

due to abuse or neglect need a safe place to stay. 

They need a foster parent to be a hero in their life.  

 But youôre single. But your house doesnôt 

look like something out of Better Homes and        

Gardens. But you donôt have enough room for a    

foster child. But youôre too youngðor too oldðto be 

a foster parent. But the whole thing is too demanding.  

 ñFoster parenting is a huge responsibility and 

involves personal sacrifice. But the payoff can be 

big,ò said Laura Mitchell, West Michigan foster care 

program director based at Lutheran Social Services 

of Michiganôs Grand Rapids office.  ñWe need 

homes for children ages birth through 17 years old, 

especially teens and for sibling groups. They all need 

hope.ò 

 While the Grand Rapids office of Lutheran 

Social Services supervises cases in six counties, more 

foster homes are especially needed throughout Kent, 

Ottawa and Muskegon Counties. The goal is to try to 

keep these displaced children and youth close to their 

school, church and friends, and most importantly, so 

they can work to rebuild their relationship with their 

parents.  

 Informational meetings can help you      

evaluate whether this might be your niche ï to      

provide a safe home, sometimes on short notice, to a 

hurting child. These gatherings can answer questions 

about qualifications, training, home certification, fi-

nancial support and social work services. 

 The demands of foster care do require special 

coping skills that canôt be handed over in a meeting. 

ñThere has to be something that is within the person,ò 

Mitchell said. ñWe donôt talk anyone into it.ò 

 To learn about becoming a foster parent 

through Lutheran Social Services of Michigan in 

Grand Rapids, contact Ashley Hoff at 616-356-1934 

or 800-886-LSSM or by email at ahoff@lssm.org.  

 If you know youth in foster care or             

Independent Living, the 2010 Michigan Teen     

Conference (June 22-23) held at Central Michigan 

University will help them prepare for adulthood and 

learn about money management, employment and 

educational opportunities, healthy relationships, and 

housing. Ask about it when you call us. 
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HCC Faith Formation  
1st and 3rd Sundays (11:30ù 1pm)  

Children  Grades 3 -5   The kids are  taught 
by Joyce Kidder, Sara Curtis and Nancy Hock. 
They are using the Faith Weaver program and 
are learning to pray, have discussions about the  
Lord in every day situations, looking out for the 
other guy, itõs not what your say but what you do 
and prayer boxes (ask one of them about them) 
They also take some time to make a few crafts. 

Bring your kids and their friends and join in the 
fun 

 

 

Adult Faith Formation  

Fall/Winter 2009 Video Study                                             

Series: That the World May Know                                                                       

Faith Formation                                                                     

on 1 st & 3rd Sundays 11:30 -1pm  

Adult Faith Formation during the fall and winter will       

continue the popular series ñThat the World May Knowò 

which explores the ancient world of the Bible through 

video,  followed by shared discussion.  Each session covers         

different places, history and scripture.     

The series will cover the topic ñProphets and 

Kings of Israelò 

Filmed on location in Israel, this unique video set brings 

God's Word to life with astounding relevance. You        

probably know the Bible passages by heart. But now you'll 

understand the meaning and significance behind them. By     

weaving together the Bible's fascinating historical, cultural,     

religious and geographical  contexts, teacher and          

historian Ray Vander Laan reveals keen insights into 

the Scriptures' significance for believers in this day 

and age.  

There is no cost to participate in this study, and you 

can join any session on any Faith Formation Sunday  

Adult Wednesday Bible Study ðThe Revelation of John  

A study and discussion of what it says and what it might   mean. 

Wednesday Night Bible Study  with Pastor Scott 

There is not a single ñright and onlyò way to read Revelation! 

¶ Why is there so much dispute about the book of Revelation?         ¶What does it say (or NOT say) about the   Tribulation 

and the Rapture?          ¶Is it about the past, the present, or the future? 

¶ What did it mean to readers back in 100AD?     ¶What might it mean for us today?   

Excitement & Drama!  

Revelation is filled with hope, judgment, promise, monsters, strange visions, warnings, special codes, 

the Four Horsemen, the Alpha and Omega, the New Jerusalem, and on and oné  

Join us any Wednesday at  7:00pm   

Youth Faith Formation for Fall/

Winter ï ñLutheran Lifeò 

Hopeôs youth (MS/HS age) are in the midst of 

their study of the 10 Commandments, which will 

conclude at the beginning of summer. This fall the 

MS/Jr Hi youth will begin a cycle covering the Old 

Testament, and the Sr High group will step into a 

new curriculum and new model of ministry.  

Come and join in with the youth!                                            

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11:30am-1pm.  Led by Rose Nemecek 

and Pastor Scott.    
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Easter  Breakfast and Egg Hunt -
Thanks to all of you that made                         

these  events happen! Tasted                            

great  and the  egg hunt was                              

great fun for all the kids!!!!                             

Thank you, Judy  for ordering                             

the flowers!  

      Would you  help  

 with our youth?   
Our 9th -12th graders need some       

dedicated group time and  leaders ï       

Rose and Pastor  Scott just canôt           

do both the MS and HS groups               

by ourselves.  We need, and the          

kids need and deserve, a few other 

folks that can make the commitment to 

spend time with them at Faith Forma-

tion ï the whole scope, head and heart, 

engage in their lives, prepare well and 

present our Faith Formation curricu-

lum, and help them grow in faith and 

relationship with God.  If you have a 

heart for youth, and will commit your-

self to the time, work and rewards of 

ministry with them, we will help equip 

you and support you.    

 

Outreach ï Inviting In and 

Going Out  

Rev Roger Hardy, the Assistant to the 

Bishop and our Synodôs Mission Development  

Director, will be leading our Outreach Lunch 

Workshop on Sunday May 23 after worship. 

Rev Hardyôs leadership of this workshop 

has come about as a result of his observation that 

Hope is very active and intentional about creating 

ministry events and opportunities to invite people 

to come to us ï whether that is for chorale        

concerts, seminars, yard sales, blood drives and so 

on.   Thatôs a good thing! 

On the flip side, much like lots of other 

folks, many of us are not as comfortable and      

intentional about going out into the community 

and engaging people there where they are.         

Certainly we do some, such as parts of our food 

drives, etc, but we can do much more, and much 

better. 

Rev. Hardy will be leading this workshop 

to share engaging and non-intimidating ways to 

connect with the neighbors and neighborhoods 

around us.  Prayer walks, conversations, etc.       

Often it isnôt ñsharing our faith with themò but   

engaging with them with a face and voice that   

cares. 

Please come and participate in this work-

shop ï it is open to more than just the folks on the 

ñoutreach teamò ï since we are all  on this out-

reach team.   

 

  Need something to do this                    

             summer? Well your in luck. Joyce      

              Kidder is getting ready for VBS.  

Crocodile Dock is the theme that has been     

chosen for this year and there is a lot to do to 

get ready for the event.  Many hands make light 

work, so if you can help just let Joyce know.  

VBS will be  Sunday July 11th 

thru Thursday July 15th.   

Mark your calendars and    

invite your friends.  
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Would you like to find out                                                 

more about puppets? 

One Way street is going to                                                        

have a 1 day training  festival.                                                      

It is going to take place                                                                  

in  Allegan on August 14th. The events runs                       

from 8:30 in the morning to 4:30  in the                            

afternoon. There will be work shops,                                

demonstrations and a competition.  It is great                              

to see other teams in action.  It is a really fun                        

event to go to. 

If you are interested please contact Larry or Joan 

Zandstra. 866-4653.  If 6 of us go the cost is $20       

a person with early registration.  

Habitat for Humanity  

We have a chance to help our                                                    
community coming up in June                                                   
right close by in Sparta.  A new                                                
house will be started by Habitat                                                    
for Humanity at 105 Loomis in Sparta, and will be  
partially funded by Thrivent Financial , who has helped 
our Church greatly in the past.  Now we can help 
Thrivent out by  participating in this build that will 
start on June 5, 2010. 
  
Right now there are open spots on June 22, 23, 24, 30; 
July 1, 7, 8; Aug. 5, 10, 11, 12, 24, and 31.  All weekdays, 
which can be a plus or minus.  Work commences at 
8:00 Am and   finishes at 4:00 PM, so if there is       
anyone who can spare some time during the week,   
that would be great. 
  
Unfortunately, none of the open Sparta times can use 
those     under 18 to volunteer. 
  
There is another build at 627 Naylor SW in Grand 
Rapids that will start next week on the 14th.   Lots of 
open weekend and weekday slots available and many 
available for those under 18 but above 14. 
  
14 is minimum age and no one under 18 is allowed to 
use power tools or be on a ladder or scaffolding. 
  
Please consider this and contact me or Pastor about 
participating.  
  
Note that the first week and a half at the GR address is 
demolition so for those of you who like to tear down 
stuff, this is your chance. 

Any Questions call Scott Spencer. 
  
 
 

Scrip News  

Scrip order dates are May 9th and 23th  

     HELP RAISE MONEY FOR 

CHURCH WITH OUT SPENDING MORE 

MONEY . WOW have you gone to the scrip 

sight , shopwithscrip.com? You should see all the 

places that it can be used, Wal -Mart, Loweõs Best 

Buy, Subway, Kohlõs, Kmart, D&W, Speedway, Office 

Max and Depot, Family Fare , GFS, Walgreens, I 

tunes, the list goes on and on. When you use Scrip 

shopping at these and more places the church get 

2% or more back. Doesnõt cost you and thing and the 

church gets some money. The more Scrip we use the 

more money we get back. The cards are great gifts 

for Fathers or Mothers Day, Birthdays, Gradua-

tions, Weddings, Showers were ever you need a gift. 

They are great!!!!  

If you have any questions call Mary McGuire at  - 

616-863 -9079.  

Thank youñ  Mary McGuire -  your Scrip coordinator . 

 

He is risen 
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People we are  

 Praying for   

Healing, Hope and Faith : all those                

suffering from colds and flu;  Jack; Peggy; Celia;            

Courtney; Jamie; Maddie; Jenny; Drake; Elias with           

leukemia; Jayme recovering from cancer surgery; Sherry 

having cancer treatments; Colin having bronchoscope; 

Julieôs mom with back pain; Josh with and injured ankle 

Aaron who broke a bone in his hand; Jerryôs healing; 

Maliwanôs son in Thailand; that other teenagers  will get 

to know the Lord ; Several of Judyôs customers that have 

cancer; Bobôs neighbor Craig who has lymph cancer; 

Tom who is getting treatments for cancer; Jane with 

multiple symptoms; Diane hospital with back pain;  Mrs. 

Who has cellulites 

 Wisdom, Strength, Wisdom and 

Guidance, Peace  for:  Pat and Danð            

decisions; Lisaðjob offering; Jim and all others in need 

of employment; Don Kantzô family who lost their father; 

the Sevigny family who lost their daughter Erika; 

Nancyôs family as her husband lost his job 

Thanks and  Blessings: Sandy, Don ð

health improvement; Don and Joyceðgrandchildrenôs 

visit; Rose, Jesse and New baby Drake Michael               

Nemecek; successful blood Drive; meeting our goals for 

the parking lot; Annette and Rich Bell new baby Owen 

Michael; Julieôs new home; visit of Rev. Rodger Hardy, 

assistant to the Bishop and Director for Evangelical    

Mission;  that Lou, Maddie and baby Drake were at 

church on Easter; Jesus sacrifice and resurrection;     

Pastor Scott and Family; Maddieðfor prayers from 

friends for healing; Our Easter music; Hopeôs youth; 

Lisa and Randy; the Outreach committee for the wonder 

Easter Breakfast 

Safety : Kristina who is in the Peace Corp 

Our Community and World: Prayer 

partners, St Matthew Lutheran church, Bridgeport Mi.; 

Zion Lutheran church  Cadillac, Mi.;  Reformation             

Lutheran in Coldwater and Peace Lutheran in South      

Haven; Peace Lutheran in Charlotte; St Thomas                

Lutheran in Cheyboygan; continued prayers for victims 

of earthquakes and other natural disasters; peace for the 

world  

 

Jingle Offering April ïJune to 

Living Water Ministries  

The first $32 of every month is dedicated 

to the children of Leandraôs Center in the                  

Dominican Republic (see Sept newsletter                  

articles about Leandraôs Center).   All          

Jingle Offerings above that during April/

May/June will be donated to Living Water 

Ministries.  Each quarter we support a         

local, regional,  national or international                    

organization, helping us remember how 

we are part of the larger world and the             

larger church of all believers.  We welcome 

your suggestions. Here is our  current              

sequence of beneficiaries: 

1Q(Jan-Mar) Lutheran World Hunger  

2Q (Apr-June) Living Water Ministries 

(camping and outdoor ministry of ELCA in 

Michigan, supporting places like Stony 

Lake Camp where our youth go during the 

summer) 

3Q (July-Sept) Alpha Family Center  

4Q (Oct-Dec) Lutheran Disaster Relief 

(which focuses on the United States) 

Move night  is May 22 . Everyone is invited 

to come and enjoy the move Blind Side.  

Cost  is $3   a person or $10  a family and your 

guest are free. 

You get Pizza ,pop and popcorn                         

along with great company.                      

Come ,invite your neighbors,                             

friends and family and have a great time.   

Sign up sheet back of church. 



May       2010            Volume   37        7 

 


